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The explorers stood for a few moments petrified with horror at the sight which met their gaze. There, imbedded 
in the ice were four men, looking’as natural as life owing to the preservative effects of 
the cold, They had died undoubtedly of starvation and exposure. ; 
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Frank Reade, Jr.s Search for the Greatest 
- Wonder on Earth With His Air- 
Ship, the “Flight.” 


A STORY OF MARV EiLS- 


By “ NONAME,” 


Author of **The Mysterious Mirage,” ‘‘The Onderground Sea,” ‘‘To the End of the Earth in an Air-Ship,” 
‘¢ Lost in the Great Undertow,” ‘*‘The Chase of a Comet,” ete., ete., ete. 


CHAPTER L 
THE CAPTAIN'S 8TORY. 


‘¢ Wuy, indeed I do not regard the man’s story as at all improbable,” 
said Frank Reade, Jr. ‘‘ To be sure he is a sailor and that class are 
given to romancing, yet for al) that I would not be at all surprised if 
Matt Owens’ story is true.” 

Col. Gallatin pounded on the floor with his cane and readjusted bis 
eye glasses. . 

‘* Frank Reade, Jr!” he exclaimed severely, ‘‘ you surpriseme. I 
tell you the whole thing is too absurd for belfef and is a positive fabri- 
cation.” 

Frank laughed at the colonel’s great earnestness. 

‘¢ You certainly have the courage of your convictions, colonel,” he 
said, ‘‘ but I fear they are tainted with prejudice.” 

~ © Pl admit Matt and I are not the best of friends,” declared the col- 


- onel. ‘* And who could be, with a man who thinks the cisabled sol- 


dier should not receive a pension, but that such should be transferred 
by the government to the indigent sailor.” 

‘Ha, ha, ha!” laughed Frank. ‘‘ You two veterans, one of the 
army the other of the navy could not agree by nature. It’s the old 
story of instinctive rivalry. And yet Uncle Sam could not very well 
do without both of you.” 

** Hang the rivalry,” sputtered the colonel; ‘* I am only trying to de- 
fend you from the wiles of an atrocious fibber and yarn inventor. He 
comes to you and tells you of and electric island in the South Pacific. 
Nonsense! Sopposing I should invent a story of a mountain of gold 
out in the Apache country, would you be bound to believe me? I tell 
you, Mr. Reade, you are being imposed on, and if you start out with 
your new air-ship upon such a fool’s errand, you will greatly reduce 
my respect for you as a man of discernment and discretion.” 

The colonel’s eyes blazed as if he was right in the heat of battle 


* and he wielded his cane as a major-general would his sword, 


** Colonel,” said Frank, more seriously. ‘‘ You don’t mean to say 
that Captain Owens would willfully deceive me? Isit really your be- 
lief that he would lie to me about this electric island?” 

** Yes, sir!” cried the colonel, fiercely, ‘‘ I warn you to beware of 
the romantic yarns of a salt horse-eating marine. They are not to 
be oe upon, sir, not a bit of it!” 

sé r ? 

A voice like a fog-horn sounded just behind the colonel. He was 
upon his feet and whirled to see a type of the old time sea-dog stand- 
ing in the open doorway of the room. 

t was Captain Matt Owens,’ten years retired from Uncle Sam’s 


navy. 


Tableau! 
The representative of the army faced the representative of the navy. 
It was a scene for an artist!” 

es Shades of Sheridan!” gasped the colonel, ‘‘ speak of the devil 


‘* Blow me hard!” growled the owner of the quarter-deck voice, ‘I 
object to any son of a land-lubber blackguarding me in this way. By 
the honor of a sailor, sir, I owe it to myself to challenge you, sir!” 
The colonel drew himself up proudly and said with dignity: 

‘It is beneath the station of a retired soldier, sir, to accept a chal- 
lenge of a low born son of a sea-cook.” 

Glaring at the captain the colonel carried his cane at present arms, 
and stalked by his antagonist and out of the room. 

The captain watched him out of sight and then turned to see Frank 
Reade, Jr. convulsed with laughter. 

ey captain sank into a chair with a puff and a blow. Then he 
said: 

‘*T hope, sir, that you have better discretion than to listen to the 
ravings ofa maniac. I suppose he has been trying to prejudice you 
against me, sir?” 

‘** Well, I think not,” replied Frank; ‘‘ though I think he is a little 
ere eee in regard to the possible existence of your electric isl- 
and.” : 

‘* He can visit it and see for himself,” blustered the captain. ‘If 
he were a man of honor ke would have accepted my challenge!” 

‘*Oh, you two men are the best of friends only you don’t know it,” 
laughed Frank. ‘At any rate, yon are likely to be traveling com- 
eee forI have decided te pay a visit to your wonderful electric 
island.” 

“* Great fishes!” gasped the captain. 
take Gallatin aboard as a passenger?” 
‘¢] promised him a year ago that he should accompany me on my 
next mid-air journey.” 

**Then I'll not sign shipping papers,” growled the captain. 
air-ship is not big enough for us, skipper.” 

“Oh, yes you will,” said Frank, persuasively. ** And you and Cap- 
tain Gallatin will be put under bonds to keep the peace. But enough 
of that. Here is a chart of the South Pacific. Locate as near as pos- 
sible the situation of the Electric Island.” 

‘*Sou’-sou’west of Kerguelen,” declared the old mariner, putting 
his finger promptly on a spot on the map. ‘‘ About there, sir.” 
Frank marked the place. 

** You have not told me all the pecularities of the island.” he said. 
‘* Well, skipper, about all that Ican say is thatit is an island of 
some sort of mineral which has been charged by nature with a pow- | 


‘* Are you really going to 


‘* Your 
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erful amount of electricity. You can literaly draw it from the rocks, 
At night lightning plays avross it like a display of fireworks. It’s no 
ordinary sight, sir.” 

‘* And yet it is safe to land upon?” 

‘* We landed, sir, a whole boat’s crew. One of our men received a 
severe shock, bat I reckon if ye’re careful i:’s safe enough.” 

“alt certainly must be one of the greatest marvels of the earth!” 
cried Frank, entbusiastically. ‘It is all settled, captain. This very 
week the Flight sails. You must be all ready by Thursday.” 

‘« Who is in the crew besides myself and Col. Gallatin?” 

‘‘Only Barney and Pomp and myself,” replied Frank. 

“Um!” muttered the aged mariner, and arose. 

‘¢ Wait a moment,” said Frank. ‘I want,you to see the air ship in 
her completed condition.” 

‘* All right, skipper!” 

Frank led the way out into the yard of the machine works. 

These had been built by him for the construction of his own inven- 

tions, for Frank Reade, Jr., was the most famous inventor of the day. 

Readestown had been founded by his ancestors, and it was a pretty 
little town upon a river which led down to the sea. 

As they were crossing the yards, sounds of what seemed like a seri- 
ous altercation were heard. 

Then the participants came into view. 

One was an Irishman with a rich brogue and a shock of red hair. 
The other was a negro with twinkling eyes and a skin as black as 
ebony. 

- * Hi, dar, yo’ no count nasty I’ishman,” cried Pomp. ‘* You needn’t 
tell me dat yo’ didn’t sass me. Yo’ was berry impudent, sah, an’ I 
mus’ demand satisfaction, sah!” 

‘*Yez kin have it with a big S,” retorted Barney, rolling up bis 

sleeves. ‘‘ Shure, I’ll make putty av such as yez in a jiffy!” 

** Goliy, kain’t stand dat!” 

With which exclamation Pomp lowered his head and made a dive 
for the Irishman, 

Barney did not get out of the way quite quickly enough, and as a 
result, caught the darky’s head full in the abdomen. 

He went down as if struck by a catapult; then the two rolled over 
in a lively tussle. 

‘*Great fishes!” gasped the captain, excitedly; ‘‘ they'll keel haul 
each other.” 

** Don’t fear for that!” laughed Frank, ‘* they can’t hurt each other. 
This is only a common occurrence.” 

Just then the two wrestlers who were far from being in earnest 
caught sight of Frank Reade, Jr. 

It had an effect upon them almost electrical. 

In an instant they were upon their feet and bowing and scraping 
before their master. 

‘* Wha’ am it, Marse Frank? io yo’ service, sah!” 

‘*Do yez want me, sor?” 

Frank affected sternness, 

‘*You rascals!” he said, severely, ‘‘have I not forbidden skylark- 
ing. Open the store-house doors quickly. I wish to show the air-ship 
to my friend, the captain here.” 

Barney turned a flip flap and Pomp made a cart-wheel. 
seconds the big doors flew open. 

And there on its stocks rested the famous air-ship. 

For a moment the captain gazed spell-bound. The new invention 
far exceeded his wildest fancy. 

‘* Great Jonah!” he gasped, *‘ that’s the prettiest craft I ever set 
eyes upon.” 

Frank nodded his head with approval 

‘“‘T thought you would agree to that,” he declared, ‘* how do you 
like her lines?” 

‘¢ Perfect!” cried the old sea captain, enthusiastically. ‘* You are 
a born designer, Frank. She looks fit for a cup defender in a crack 
yacht race.” 

‘*T have constructed her with an eye to speed!” declared Frank. 
** And though it might not seem so, as much depends upon the lines 
of an air-ship for speed as if she were really to cleave the waters of 
the blue sea!” 


In a few 


‘*T don’t doubt it, skipper,” agreed the old captain, ‘‘ but I reckon 


a look at her caibn will be next.” 

‘¢ First let me show you about the decks,” said Frank. 

‘¢ Allright, skipper.” 

Frank ascended a high step-ladder, followed by Captain Owens. In 
a few moments they were upon the deck. 


And not until now did the old salt get a correct idea of the wonder-' 


ful appointments of this most marvelous of all inventions. 
* 


-_-——— 


CHAPTER II. 
OFF FOR THE SOUTH SEAS. 


In its lines, as Captain Owens had declared, the air-ship was not 
a whit below the symmetry and airy gracefulness of a racing 
yacht. 

Ss dimensions, however, were alightly larger, and it was broader 
of beam. 

This was for the purpose of economizing space, and this scheme 
was most admirably carried out, 

Above the hull was a dome-shaped cabin res with plate- 
glass windows in sides and roof. 
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This admitted light in copious quantities to the cabin 
of this was the pilot house, 

Aft was a high cabin above the deck. In this were kept the 
supplies and stands of small arms, such as rifles and shotguns of 
every late pattern. 


These were easy of access from the deck, and thus an important — 


purpose was subserved. 

Guard rails of shining brass fran along on either side of the 
deck. Amidships was a gangway. Up from che deck rose three 
huge revolving masts. Upon the tips of these were the whirling 
rotascopes, which furnished the air-ship its means of elevation. 

The mainmast carried but one huge rotascope, but the fore and miz- 
zen carried two each. 

These were of steel, and driven at intense velocity by the electrical 
machinery below decks, 


At the stern was the propeller with four huge blades. 


This constituted the description in the main of the exterior of the 


air-ship. The interior was even more wonderful in detail, 

Frank led the way into the main cabin. This was a quite commodi- 
ous apartment and elegantly furnished. 

It contained most luxurious appointments, and was equal in all re- 
spects to the finest drawing-room, 


Beyond this were the staterooms with the sleeping berths, and be- } 


Sue them the dining saloon and cooking galley, where Pomp presid- 


The pilot-bouse came next, with its wonderful key board, which fur- — 


nished the guiding power of the ship, Here also were nautical instru- 
ments, which were required just as on board a ship of the sea, 

But the most interesting part of the air ship was the engine room. 
This was a wonder. 

Here were the electrical engines, dynamos and batteries, operated 
upon a system invented by Frank Reade, Jr., and the most powerful 


‘in the world. 


This system was a secret of the young inventor’s, and governments 
had offered large sums for it. 

But the inventor always refused to sell, for, as he declared, the var- 
ious governments desired the secret aolely for warlike purposes, and 
be would never part with it for that end, 

‘¢ The secret is mine,” he said, “ and J shall make no false use of it. 
I think it is as safe with me as anybody.” 

hash had the large sums of money offered him, were no inducement 
to Frank. 

For he had amassed already a large fortune from his inventions, and 
wished for no more. His inventive ¢ genius was now utilized solely for 
the purpose of self gratification. 

Yet there were many cases in which Frank was enabled to turn them 
to philanthropic ends. 

In far off lands he had been the means of rescuing imperiled travel- 
ers from savages and wild beasts, and restoring exiled or Jost men to 
their friends. 


He stood ready at all times to embark upon expeditions of this kind. 
For he was naturally of a sympathetic nature. 

But this quest for an island in the South Pacific which was in itself 
a huge magnet, with mysterious electrical atmosphere, promised to 
him to be the most interesting of all projects yet attempted. 


Ife partook of the fever which Captain Owens had imparted to him. — 


He was thoroughly enthused. 

Frank was also determined to reconcile Col. Gallatin and Captain 
Owens. 

Both were very close friends of his and that they should be so utter- 
ly at swords points did not seem to him just, or right. 

He believed tbut before the voyage would be ended they would be 
fast friends, and this was the desired end. 

Both Gallatin and Owens could not decline Frank’s invitation to 
accompany him though it must be admitted that they were a trifle 
loth to fall into each other’s company. 


This then was the status of affairs at the time that our story of mar- 


vels really opens. 


Of course the news spread abroad that the air-ship was going to 


sail upon a specified day that week, 

The whole country became much excited over the affair. The most 
intense of interest was aroused, When the day of departure came an 
immense crowd gathered in Readestown to witness the ascent of the 
new air-ship. 

Barney and Pomp were right in their element. 

To them the prospect of a trip uf adventure like this was most wel- 
come. 

It is needless to say that Colonel Gallatin and Captain Owens were 
promptly on hand. 

Though they went aboard without formal recognition of each other. 


But Frank Reade, Jr., promised himself that this state of affairs” 


should not be allowed to continue. 

At the appointed hour the big air-ship rested upon a platform in 
the yard of the machine works. 

Everything was in readiness. 

Barney was in the pilot-house with his hand upon the motor lever. 


It needed only a signal from Frank to set all the machinery in mo- — 


tion. 
And at the right moment that signal came. 
The great rotascopes began to revolve, 
the rotascopes increased their speed, rose slowly into the air. 


Up like a huge bird it soared, higher and higher, until the town and - 
* the country in wonderful panorama lay below. ig 
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It was truly a grand spectacle. There was no doubt but that the 
air-ship was a great success. 

Up and - up, higher and higher. Now men looked like pigmies, 
houses like toys, and forests like growths of mere shrubs. 

The cheering of the great crowd below died away. 

Frank with the colonel and the captain stood by the rail and watch- 
ed the scene for a while. | : | 

‘* Steer due south, Barney!” shouted Frank. 

‘* All roight, sor!” replied the Celt. 

‘* We will take our last look at Readestown for a good while,” said 
Frank. 

‘* Perhaps forever!” ventured the colonel. 

** Those people who are afraid should have stayed at home,” snap- 
ped the captain. 

There is no doubt but that acollision would then and there have 
ensued had it not been for Frark’s tact, 

‘« Hi, there, colonel,” he shouted. ‘' You are too near that rail. 
If we should strike the wind abeam you would surely go overboard!’’ 

The colonel drew back and Frank buttonholed the captain. 

‘The collision was averted. ‘ 

The air-ship was speeding southward at full speed. Readestown 
was soon left far out of sight, 

New scenes were constantly opening to view below. Hamlets, towns 
and cities were passed over iu rapid succession. 

It was a novel sensation, this of sailing in the air. 
most delightful one, 

All day the air-ship kept to the southward. When nightfall came 
the powerful search-light was brought into requisition. 

Then all gat out on deck and enjoyed the balmy air, while the Flight 
sailed through fleecy mass of floating clouds. 

It wag all like a dream as the colonel declared, and the captain did 
not feel able to dispute him. But this was not the only form of enter- 

_tainment in order. 
_ Barney and Pomp contributed a quota to the amusement fund. 

Barney, like a true Irishman, played the fiddle to perfection, and 
Pomp could strum the banjo and sing plantation songs. | 

So the two jokers furnished no end of amusement. This was heart- 
ily enjoyed by all. 

The beginning of the great voyage was most propitious. 

What would be the ending? 

Our adventurers gave no thought to that. It was quite enough to 
consider the present and trust to luck for the future, 

But none of them seriously fancied but that the entire trip would 
be a success. . 

The colonel yet remained skeptical in regard to the elettric island, 
ard the captain was just as confident. 

But all looked forward with interest to the project in hand and felt 
hopeful of success, — 

Day after day the ship sped southward. Now she was over the 
Gulf and then came the Atlantic. It was a long, long ways to bleak 
Kerguelen. 

But Frank knew that if they followed the present course long enough 
they must get there sometime, 

The broad face of the Atlantic lay far below. 
ted its surface. 

Then the sea would stretch away upon every hand without an ob- 
ject to break the waste. At sucha time the scene was most desolate. 

Steadily they drew nearer Equatorial Seas. It now became neces- 

. Bary to stretch awnings upon the deck to protect the passengers from 
the torrid rays of the sun. The heat was something terrific. 
One day Frank came out of the cabin and said: 
** We pagsed the Equator ten minutes ago.” 
This announcement created a sensation. 


Yet it was a 


At times islands dot- 


All looked at the sky 


With the realization that they were upon the part of the globe which 


exactly divides its latitudinal measurement in the middle. 

The northern and southern spheres here found union. 
curious and wonderful thing to consider. 

But all recollected that they had passed the Equator, and were en- 
pone the South Atlantic. All were now looking‘forward to Kerguelen 
Land. . 

But this was a point far south of Australia. It became necessary 
to first reach an even latitude with the southern point of that conti- 
nent, and then sail due south many hundreds of miles. 

On its long cruise the air-ship sailed serenely away. 
course had been marred by no accident, 


‘It was a 


Thus far its 


CHAPTER III. 
THE MYSTERIOUS WRECK, 


Burt incidents were close at hand. When they did come it was 
with suddenness and force, 
One day the ship hung high in a bank of curious yellow clouds 
which seemed to extend to the horizon. 
There was a curious murmuring sound in the air which was re- 
marked by all. 
_ ** Captain Owens,” cried Frank, ‘‘ what does that peculiar sound 
‘meaao? You ought to be familiar with these freaks of the weather.” . 
_ The old captain cocked his eye at the brazen sky above and then 
‘Scanned the horizon. 
Thentesaid: ? | 
‘* Aye, aye, skipper! [think I can see it plain enough. I reckon 


’ 4 _ @ Wise skipper would lay to under bare poles!” 


ship, held in suspension far above the storm, was safe. 


se ao then you think we are going to have a storm?” 

se do.” 7 

The old captain came nearer, and first shooting a somewhat with- 
ering glance at the colonel, continued: 

‘* What is more, it will be no ordinary storm. These are the lati- 
tudes for the typhoon, which sweeps everything before it. I reckon a 

ship out of port in this storm will be mighty bad off.” 

‘* Do you realy believe that?” asked Frank with alarm. 

‘**T don’t see any indication of such a frightful storm,” sneered the 
colonel, as he squared his shoulders. ‘‘In any event, the air-shij 
can rise above it.” 

‘*T don’t know about that!” cried Frank. ‘‘ These typhoons are a ter- 
rific high gale, and I fear we should have to get too high in the rarefied 
atmosphere to support life. However, that must be our first resort.” 

‘* Hang me for a barpvoner!” roared the captain, glaring at the 
colonel. ‘‘ What isa blasted landlubber to know about an ocean 
storm, l’d like to know? Perhaps, sir, you have been to sea your- 
self?” ; 

“Tt is not necessary foraman to have been at sea to be a good 
judge of the weather,” said the colonel cuttingly. 

The captain snorted and instinctively began to roll up his sleeves. 

But again Frank Reade, Jr., interfered just in the nick of time. He 
suddenly gave a great shout. 

‘* Look out! Send the ship up, Barney! There comes the storm!” 

In a moment all was excitement aboard the air ship. Everybody ~ 
ran here and there, completely at a loss to know what to do. ¢ 

But Barney in the pilot-house had sense enough to obey orders. He 
touched the rotascope lever. 

Up shot the air ship like a huge winged bird. Up she went and far 
above the clouds. 

But the last glance at the sea showed a wonderful spectacle. 

It was churned into a terrific foaming mass. It seemed as if a mil- 
lion howling demons had descended upon the water, and were beating 
it with terrific fury, 

Great whirling driving masses of clouds now surged beneath the 
air ship, and the earth was lost to view. 

The pen is hardly adequate to fully describe the spectacle. The air 


* And the aerial voyagers watched it spellbound. 

‘*Grand!” cried Frank Reade, Jr., ‘is it not, friends?” 

‘*It is that, skipper,” agreed Captain Owsns, ‘‘ You'll see no suels 
sight on land.” 

‘*Humph!” was all the colonel said, ; | 

‘*Begorra, it’s lucky fer us we’re out av it,” sagely remarked Bar- 
ney. Aud Pomp for once agreed with his colleague. 

But at such an extreme elevation it was bitter cold. 
necessary for the voyagers to don the warmest of garments. 
_ This was in strange contrast to the torrid heat they had teen ex- 
periencing before the storm. 

But the storm disappeared almost as quickly as it had come on. 

It receded into the distance with a dull booming roar, leaving the 
sea as calm and placid as a mirror. 

The sun burst forth again with renewed heat and the air-ship de- 
scended from its ckilly altitude. 

Down to within & thousand feet of the sea the Flight descended. 
Then a spectacle caused all to give a great cry. Das 

“- wreck!” cried Frank. ‘* Look! there is a hopeless victim of the 
storm.” 

All crowded to the rail and behela a dismasted vessel drifting at 
will upon the waves.> ; 

It was evidently a merchant brig and had been riddled by the terrific. 
storm. She was water-logged and must soon go to the bottom, 

It was a thrilling spectacle, and the instinctive thought of all was 
of the passengers, ‘ ; 

Had they shared the fate of many others and gone to a deep sea 
grave! Or were there survivors aboard? _ 

If so nothing could be seen of them, and it was more than likely 
that none remained to tell the tale of the brig’s misfortune. 

The air-ship descended until the deck of the brig, strewn with 
wreckage, could be plainly seen. But as yet no sign of human life 
was visible, 

** They have all been swept overboard,” cried the colonel. 

‘*That is the opinion of a land lubber,” said the captain, contemp- 
tuously. 

‘* Perhaps a sea-faring man can see signs of life aboard!” sneered 
the colonel, 

‘* A sefaring man can see that the hatches are battened down and 
it is possible that some of the crew are beneath them,” said the cap- 
tain. > Lay over a line, Frank, and I’ll go dowf and see what can be 
found!” 

‘¢ A good idea!” cried Frank. 

** A’right, sah!” : ‘ 

The darky brought the rope ladder and it was lowered over the air- 
ship’s rail. 

Down it descended to the deck of the drifting brig. 

The air-ship was held steady by Barney’s experienced hands and 
then the captain went down the ladder as nimbly as a monkey. 

When he reached the deck of the brig he steadied the foot of the 
ladder and Frack followed him. 

They stood upon the deck of the sinking brig and almost the first 
thing their gaze encountered was a most horrible spectacle, In the 
heap of rigging lay the half naked form of a man. . | 

His upturned, pain-distorted face showed very plainly that he had 
diec in great agony. 


3 becam: 


‘‘ Bring a rope ladder, Pomp.” 
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aa Part of the rigging ropes were wound about his throat, and had 
i evidently strangled him. 
‘“* Ugh!” exclaimed Frank, averting his gaze; ‘ that is horrible!” 
i ‘‘ You're right, mate,” agreed the captain. ‘‘ You can see how it 
is. All the others washed overboard—unless there are some in the 
cabin,” 
‘* Shall we lift the hatches?” 

‘¢ Of course, mate,” 

Tae g¢captain picked up an iron bar, and with some difficulty the 
hatch was pried open. 

A rush of air came up from the stifling place, and it was of a mal- 
odorous kind also. 

‘“* Phew!” exclaimed Frank; ‘‘ that is foul enough, I doubt if any- 
body could live down in there.” 

‘* We'll see!” exclaimed the captain. 

Then he leaned over the edge of the hatch and shouted: 

‘Ahoy! Ahoy below!” 

No answer cume back. 

‘* Ahoy!” 

All was silence save for a faint sound of gurgling water. If any 
living being was below he was unable to answer. 

Frank and the captain excharged glances; then the latter said: 

‘*T reckon we'd do well to go below and investigate, mate!” 

‘All right,” agreed Frank. 
a So down into the cabin they went. The light was dim, but yet 
BS) they were enabled to see passably well. 
oe The brig was evidently the property of rich owners, for she was 
a fitted out most luxuriously. 
Her cabins held the most expensive of furniture, and there were 
evidences of taste which could only be attributed to a woman’s hand. 

Through the first cabin they passed and into the next. It was here 
that a sight met their gaze which caused both a chill. 
! Upon a divan reclined the form of a woman whose beautiful face 
was upturned and ghastly. In her arms was a little girl of a dozen 
- years who was also dead. 
og Near by lay the dead form of another woman, a Portuguese, and 
a evidently the nurse, 
-, Instinctively both men removed their caps. They gazed with pity 
_ and reverence upor the victims of the storm. 
It was easy Lo understand how they had come to their death. 
i The hatches battened down had excluded air, the ventilators be- 
i came clogged, and the crew of tie brig washed overboard, had been 
- unable to come tv their relief, and as a result they had suffocated. 





i For some moments the two men gazed upon the sad scene. 
ie Then they turned and went back up the cabin stairs. 
D Their main thought now was to get back to the air ship. 

It was plain that they could succor nobody aboard the brig. It was 
also fast settling in the water. é 

The signal was given to the air ship, and the rope ladder descended 
again to the deck. In a few moments Frank and the captain were 
once more aboard the Fligkt. . 

Course was once more set to the southward. The brig was last 
geen as a mere speck on the horizon. 

It was only one of many victims of the terrific storm, which period- 

, ically swept over these seas, | 

For days the air-ship sped on its southward way. 

The air now began to grow colder as they progressed below the 
Tropic, and it became necessary to wear the thickest of clothing. 

The winds were peculiarly chill and piercing. Indeed, one day, 
while the sky was overhung with dark gray clouds and a mist was 
creeping up from the earth, Barney sighted an iceberg in the distance. 

Instantly glasses were brought and the berg subjected to a close 
scrutiny. It was then seen that it differed from other bergs in the 
vicinity. 

It was much larger and more crystal-like, and as they were re- 
garding it, Frank gave a sudden cry. 


CHAPTER IV. 


ON THE BERG, 





INSTANTLY the attention of the others was attracted. 


sis Frank handed the glass to the captain and said: 

Pe ** Captain Owens, take a good look at that berg and tell me if you 
i - do not see a flag on it.” 

 - ‘* A flag?” 

F. “ Yes,”* 

rt Instantly all were excited. A flag upon a dtstant berg suggested 
i many things of a thrilling sort. : 

; . There might be castaways upon it, half sterved and hoping for res- 
- cue. 

a Although this might deter the air-ship in her cruise, Frank in hu- 


manity could not resist the appeal for aid. 

** {can carry them to Melbourne,” he declared, ‘‘ and we can gail 
south from there to Kerguelen.” 

‘* By all means give the poor souls aid,” said the colonel. ‘I high- 
ly approve of humanity.” 

‘* We can’t leave ’’em thereto die, I reckon,” said the captain. 
** Bear more to the east, skipper.” 

The air-ship was therefore held down for the distant berg. Every 
moment she drew senrer. 

And now the flag could be plainly seen waving from a splintered 
‘vessel’s yard. It was but a strip of dirty sail cloth. 
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But it bespoke the fact that there were castaways upon the berg _ 


and that they needed help. 

Every moment the air-sbip drew nearer the berg. 

Kyes were strained to catch a glimpse of the castaways, but they 
were not in sight. 

- ae we too laie?”’ cried the colonel, ‘‘do you think they are all 
ead?” 

‘‘ Let us pray not!” said Frank; ‘‘ they may be in some other part 
of the berg.” 

The berg was a monstous floating island of ice, covering acres in 
extent. There was an easy possibility that the castaways were in 
some other part of the berg and might not have seen the air-ship. — 

But this theory was soon exploded. As the air-ship settled down 
anchors were thrown out. 

The Flight swung two hundred feet above the berg, so as to 
avoid any possible peril of a collision. Then rope ladders were 
thrown over. 

‘It was arranged that Frank, Colonel Gallatin and Barney should 
descend upon a tour of exploration. 

Pomp and the captain were to remain and guard the air-ship. 

Swinging out upon the rope ladder, Frank slid quickly down. 
The colonel followed him and Barney came next. 

They with difficulty secured footing on the icy pinnacle upon which 
they stood. But they managed to finally gain a little flat spot up- 
on the main part of the berg where were the remains of the casi- 
away party. oe 

For a glance sufficec to reveal the fact that not one of them had 
escaped death, 

The explorers stood for a few moments petrified with horror at 
the sight which met their gaze, 

There, imbedded in the ice were four men, looking as natural as 
life owing to the preservative effects of the cold. 

They had died undoubtedly of starvation and exposure, and the 
ice had formed over their bodies in a solid block. 

Words can hardly describe the horror and surprise of the relief 
party. They had come prepared to save human life. 

Bat they were too late! 

There was none to save, 

There were the effects of the castaways, a pitiful collection of cook- 
ing utensils, which had, however, probably never been used, owing 
to lack of fuel, and a couple of seamen’s chests. 

There was also a shattered boat iaid up on the ice, just as it had 


come out of the storm, . . 
‘* Well,” said Col. Gallatin after a moment, *‘ it don’t look as If 
we could help them much, Frank!” * 


‘‘No” agreed the young inventor, ‘‘ poor souls! What a dreadfal 
fate it must have been!” | 

Barney had pried open one of the chests. * 

‘“‘ Begorra, Misther Frank,” he said, ** here’s something that may 
tell the whole shtory to yez!” 

The Celt held up a small bundle of MS. It was stained and soiled, 
but the penciled lines were yet legible. 

Frank took it quickly and glanced over it. He gave an exclama- 
clamation. 
us You are right, Barney,” he declared; ‘‘ this will give full explana- 
tion. ' 
Then he read: 


‘‘ A log of the crew of the ship Vista, from Clyde, England, bound 
to Melbourne. Struck this iceberg the 25th of March, 18— The ship 
foundered and went down with all save four of the crew—Jans Olsen, 
pitsoen Bird, able seamen; Howard Vane, purser; John Whitcomb, 
captain. 


‘« We succeeded in saving one boat and some of the wreckage. Our 


fate is a hard one. Death stares us in the face. ) ; 
‘“‘ March 20th.—-Have looked for a sail every hour, but none re- 
— our patierct vision. Can it be our fate to die on this terrible 
berg 
“March 29th.—Nine days of horror and suffering. No sign of a 


sail, 

April 5th.—Olsen died to-dsy of starvation. Bird is dying, and 
Vane is sick. Have allI can do to keep the breath in his body. I 
can feel terrible pangs assailing me.” 

This was all the matter contained in the log which explained at all 
the fate of the castaways. 

Beyond this all was but a simple entry of meteorological observa- 
tions and other irrelevant matter, , 

Frank folded the manuscript up and put it in the pocket of his fur 
suit. — | 

“« We will preserve this and send it to the owners of the ship at 
Clyde,” he said. ‘‘ [t will explain the mystery of the vessel's disap- 
pearance,” | | 

‘‘ A good idea,” agreed the colonel, ‘‘ Nobody knows how many 
poor rare are anxiously waiting yet for her to return.” 

‘* Correct.” 


But Barney, who had not been idle the while, had made another | 


startling discovery. | 


This was a curious winding passage which seemed to lead down i 4 


into the center of the berg. 


Listening at its mouth one could hear a curious sullen roar. At 


once they were interested. 


There were rude steps cut in the ice, and it was evident that the 


castaways had been in the habit of descending by means of them, 


Where the passage led to, or what was below, was not of course an 


easy thing to guess. 
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Bs The simplest way to solve the mystery seemed to be to descend them. So Frank arranged it that while two of them slept a third would 
) And this after some discussion was done. watch. In this way the derary night passed. Be 
a Frank Reade, Jr., led the way, Barney followed him, and the colonel When morning came the fog seemed denser than ever. The waves a: 
Y came next. washed sullenly about the base of the berg with monotonous cadence. 7 
Bp. Down the ice steps they went, until they had reached a depth of full Sea gulls and fugitive owls circled, screaming about the ice pinna- 
me} twenty feet. Then they came into a cleft in the berg, from whence a | cles. They would have made good food, but our adventurers had no a 
, view of the sea could be had. weapon w.th which to bring them Gown. eg 
re Ané at this juncture Barney pointed seaward, and ovlede By this time our adventurers were beginning to suffer most severely. a 
oe ‘¢ Begorra, wud yez luk at that for a fog! Shure, ain’t it a heavy | Hunger with all its horrors assailed them. Bi. 
it one?” But late in the day the great bank of fog began to lift. _ 
py It was easy to see that Barney was justified in his remark. It was It was a joyous sight" for the castawayg, but after all it proved ig 
re . ‘indeed a heavy fog which had suddenly rolled across the sea, and was | merely a transitioa from the frying pan. into the fire, a 
~~ even then pouring into the cleft in the berg. For with the lifting of the fog a chill northeast gale set in, wet- ‘f 
Hs. a For a moment Frank paused. A sudden prudent thought had come | ting everybody to the skin, and chilling them to the marrow. a 
2? _ tohim. What if the fog should grow so dense as to hide the air-ship? It seemed as if their doom was certainly assured. 7” 
oa Should she slip her anchor rope the situation woulu be a serious one. Nothing palpable was at hand to better their condition. Misery was a 
a ‘*T have an idea, Frank,” said the colonel. | ! theirs. a 
—- ‘* Well,” asked the young inventor, ‘* what is iu Meanwhile, what of the air-ship and Pomp ‘sad the captain? Ss 
oe ‘* It is my fancy that they came down here to get fresh water out of The fog settled down so quickly that Pomp had not thought to act \2 
ae the hollows in the ice wall.” “inkl at: ween too tate. 4 
i ‘‘That may be,” agreed Frank, ‘' or possibly auks’ eggs in the ice Then he cried: a 
a cliffs; or again, to escape the cutting force of a gale.” Golly sakes! I done fink Marse Frank bettah cum abo’d afo’ dat» ae 
ey Then Frank came to a dead balt. fog gets too thick.” mt: 
a. Gallatin also stopped, | sete § ; ‘With the idea of signaling the adventurers, Pomp went to the rail; a 
SS ‘* What is the matter?” he asked. ** Are you going no further? but to his distress, he saw that they had gone down into the berg, and a 
mr nee fear it would be imprudent,” said Faank. ‘* We had better go | were cut of sight. a 
Pe back.’ 2 Words can hardly express the dismay and horror of the faithful i 
ag The same thought croased the colonel’s mind. darky. 
7 ** You fear the fog,” he said. To add to all, there was a sudden snapping sound, and the air-ship a 
a Beck As ten cenkodene cata their steps. Reaching the sum sips 3 mM 
Be - 5 if ‘* Massy, Lordy!” screamed the affrighted darky. ‘* We hab broke 
Re ene CDOS NET Nise ore ee meee somewhat con de anchor rope! Now we'se jes’ in fo" trubble! Wha’ w:ll become ob -s 
es arse Frank?” a 
ce ole most dense prevailed everywhere; the air-ship could not “ Gre at wha es!” eried the captain excitedly. : ‘That shin wait a 
vey se , trusting three landlubbers alone on the berg. new it was a mis- 
eH: Bee Le, eee A Weaty Seen oaenee Mee yen Frank’s first take to let that fire-eating colonel go with Reade. Why didn’t he 
ot: te looked beets aaleay oni a suddden horrible chill that it was | ‘ke ® man with him who understands the seat” 
is gone, Dat am berry bad!” groaned Pomp. ‘‘ Mebbe we nebber see dat 
ae There was the anchor imbedded in the ice, But the rope had parted | ice berg again, an’ wha’ will become ob.’ Marse Frank? “Qh, masey, 
_-——s and ag coil of it trailed over the ice Lordy, “dat am jes’ a drefful fing! 
ca és ” és i ” But the wailing darky had “sufficient presence of mind to spring 
BY) . 6 a sia ae See has ono eee rope!” ered. Batne into the pilot-house and check the course of the air-ship. 
aa a Gee tate fin, Ge x wl? pore ys Then Pomp did some admirable mathematical calculation. a 
hee Heavens!” cried the colonel, with white face, ‘the worst has hap- | _ He aa it out that the berg was drifting northward at a slow e 
a pened, Frank. What shall we dom” See Mienee 
Ph This was not an easy question for the young inventor to answer. In that case, the surest way to keep or track of it was also to keep 
ee ‘© On my word I don’t know,” he said, after some while, ‘1 sup- | ® northward course, 
cc pose we must wait for the fog to lift.” Pomp marked the course by the compass. 
SS ‘‘Which may not be for days in these lat:tudes,” said the colonel. Of course the air-ship would drift faster than the berg, but it was 4 
“aa “That is true.” the darky’s philosophy that if the air-ship’s course was changed when i 4 
_ ‘In that time the air-ship may drift so far out of the way that | the fog should clear, directly back to the south, then there would be x 
' _. ghe will never be able to find us.” as logical a chance as any of finding the lost men. 
ia ‘¢ Just so.” This showed a commendable shrewdness and system upon Pomp’s = \ 
hate The three men exchanged glances. A death like pallor was up- | Part and was greatly to his credit. 
ei, on the face of each, The captain attempted to overthrow his scheme, upon the plea of 
a. ‘‘In that case there is nothing for us but to share the fate of | changing currents, but Pomp would not listen to this, 
' ~~ these poor wretches whose bodies now lie here ir. the ice,” said ‘* I] done fink dat we kin fin’ de iceberg quicker in dis ere way dan 
oS, Gallatin. any oder,” be declared. 
_ ~~ *' The chances are that such will be our fate,” said Frank. And he clung to his theory. 
et ‘The three apparently doomed men sat down upon an ice block The air-ship’s propeller was exerted to keep her from drifting too 
Rap and were for a time too much oppressed with the horror of their ‘rapidly, and in this way the two aerial travelers waited and prayed for 
-——séposition to speak. the fog to lift. ais 
' Their situation was certainly a most extreme one. The night came and Pomp tried to use the search-light. 
BS Left upon the berg without food, a very brief time would suffice | But it made no impression whatever upon the fog. 
BES to forever seal\their fate. An ordinary person would have been discouraged, but sot so the 
a Death with his terrible pinions hung grimly and threateningly darky ait 
a) over them. He still kept the air ship as stationary as possible, until a change J 
ra came in the situation. WE 
fy 4 ‘ This change demolished his plans, even as a wind will destroy 
- ouses of cards. 
ait SECT A gale began to blow and lift the fog, but a most terrilic nor’easter 
> : POMP’S SAGACITY. also set in. 
i This would have blown the air ship many miles from her course, 
THERE was but a faint hope for the castaway men, and this was | had it not been for Pomp’s pluck. He kept the propeller constantly 
that the fog would stortly lifs. at work. 
% Of course even if the air-ship drifted out of their range, there Was This held the vessel head on to the gale. Alo an elevation was 
" the chance of a sail. reached where the wind was not so strong. 
: But this was remote, But Pomp was in agony of spirit. 
oe se Bejabers yez kin be shure av wan thing,” declared Barney, ‘‘ the ‘* I done tole yo’,” he cried; ‘‘ dey will freeze to death if we don’ fin’ 
, naygur won’t give up looking fer us until he foinds us, be shure.” | dem berry quick!” ‘ 
‘*That is right,” agreed Frank. “ Pomp is faithful to a trust, ‘¢ Or starve,” agreed the captain. ‘‘ That comes of sending a greene 
He will never give up the search for us.” horn like that colonel off with the party. Now, if I’d only been there _ 
And with this consoling reflection the three castaways waited and | ——” ' 
watched for the lifting of the fog. The captain did not finish. Pomp gave a yell which rose high above 
o) They shouted in chorus and did many other things in the vain | the roar of the storm. : 
Mt hopes that those on board the air-ship might hear it, ‘¢ Golly fo’ glory! dere am de iceberg down yonder,’ he cried, ‘‘ Ki- 
ap But no response came. yi! I done fink dat am de bes’ ob luck!” 
\ Once Frank fancied he heard a distant faint halloo, but this he fins Through the driving fog and rain something white gleamed prem 
ally concluded was wholly a matter of imagination. But one thought was in Pomp and the captain’s mind. 
The fog showed no signs of lifting. Hours passed and then utter Was it the iceberg! 
darkness came on. That it was a berg there was i tite doubt. But was it the right . 
Be The castaways were weary and hungry. Indeed they were threatened one? ; | 
with extreme exhaustion, , 


This remained to be seen. 
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Pomp depressed the boat so that it hung directly over the berg. It 
was nut easy to keep this position in the teeth of such a wind. 

In fact so little could be seen below that Pomp was obliged to aban- 
don his first project, and the captain said: 

‘¢ Avast there, mate! There’s no use trying to make a landing in 
such) a wind. Keep her steady and we'll lay by fora clearing!” 

‘¢T done fink dat am de bes’ way,” agreed Pomp. ‘‘I don’ see as 
we kin do anyfing else.” 

So the air-ship was held as steady as possible directly over the berg. 
For hours this position was maintained, though at times the berg was 
hardly visible. 

But after a time the wind began to lose its velocity and the atmos- 
phere cleared. 

Then Pomp leaned over the rail and gave a great shout. 

** Golly, [see Marse Frank!” he cried. ‘* An’ dere am all de rest 
ob dem!” 

This was a joyful fact. 

There, plainly visible upon the summit of the berg, were the three 
lost men. 

Jt was a joyful moment! 

Words cannot express the delight of all at the re-unfon. Those on 
the berg had watched and waited long for some sight of the air-ship. 
And when at length it became certain to them that they were to be 


rescued they were in a transport. 


Never before had life seemed so precious—never so much of a 
oon. 

ee settled the air-ship, and a rope ladder was flung over the 
raj 

Down it fell to the berg, and in a very few moments the rescued 
party was safely aboard the Flight. 

They were much fatigued and worn with the exposure, and for a 
time gave way to faintness and exhaustion. 

But the warm cheer of the Flight’s cabin and exhilarating drinks 
very soon brought them back. Then followed a mutual exchange of 
experiences, 

Pomp’s clever work called for most unbounded praise. 

It was certainly greatly owing to his shrewdness that the party had 
been rescued. 

But now that all was over the spirits of all revived aud Frank di- 
rected that the course be changed to the southward. 

The air-ship went booming again on its way. 

‘* Now for Kerguelen,” cried Fuank. ‘‘I don’t believe we will land 
on any more icebergs.” 

‘That is right, mate,” cried Captain Owens, ‘‘ if you do, don’t take 
a landlubber along who don’t know a fog from a cloud of smoke,” 

Colonel Gallatin merely said: 

* Huamph!” 

Then he lit a cigar and calmly ignored the thrust. Frank pretend- 
ed not to hear it. 

The storm had now abated, and soon the sky was clear and the sun 
was shining brightly. But yet the air was fearfully chill. 

The days passed rapidly. Every hour the cold seemed to grow 
more intense. 

Also ice-bergs became quite common. 
getting into cold latitudes. 

They were drawing nearer to Lhe land of the Antaretic. 

But it muat be remembered that this was the bleakest month of the 


It Was plain that they were 


; Si in the Polar sea. 


Soon the Antarctic summer would come on, and then the ice bergs 
would disappear and the seas be clear and smooth, 

Already they were nearing the latitude of bleak Kerguelen, and 
is the captain began to study out his reckoning on tke Electric Isl- 
an 

This proved a problem of no slight sort. 


CHAPTER VI. 
THE TIDAL WAVE. 


‘Tee captain experienced some difficulty in locating the wonder- 
ful island; but one day he said brightiy: 

“To-morrow at daybreak we shall sight it.” 

The result of this was that at daybreak all were on the lookout 
for the long-sought island. 

But the sun rose clear and bright. The air-ship sailed over the 
spot where the captain had declared the island to exist. 

Here was a drawback. 

For a short time things were blue aboard*the Flight. The col- 
onel was satirical, the captain was confused, and Frank was a trifle 
doubtful. 

Bat the captain went over his reckoning again carefully and dis- 
covered an error. 

He came on deck with a much brighter face and manner. 

‘‘ Heigho!” he cried; ‘‘ we'll get there now surely, | mates. Iv’sa 
curious mistake, but the best of them have made them.” 

‘¢ Indeed!” exclaimed Frank. ‘‘ Then it is an error in reckoning.” 

‘‘ Yes,” replied the captain, ‘* we are fully one hundred miles north 
of the electric island.” 

‘One hundred miles!” 

sé Yes. ”? 

‘¢ Humph!” exclaimed Frank, ‘‘it won’t take long to sail that.” 

The course of the Flight was ‘again changed. It was reckoned that 
the Flight would cover “the required distance before night. 


THE ELECTRIC ISLAND. 


So all kept a loukout for the isle. 

Barney held the air-ship down for a fast run. 

Hours passed. Frank kept close watch of the speed register. 

It was approaching dusk when he came out on deck and said brisk- 


‘¢ Captain Owens, we have covered the hundred miles.” 

The captain was studying the horizon with bis binocalar. 
ed and said: 

‘* Hold fast, skipper, we are sure to sight it soon.” 

There was a smothered laugh from Gallatin. Even Barney and 
Pomp looked incredulous. 

The captain turned and glared at the colonel. 
stepped between them, 

This averted a collision. 

Again the captain sought the horizon with his binocular. 
dropped the glass and leaped fully three feet from the deck. 

‘* Whooray!” he screamed; ‘‘ there is the isle! Now what say ye?” 

eat instant excitement was created. All crowded to the rail of the 
air-ship. 

Even with the naked eye the distant coast could be seen. 
a doubt they were approaching an island. 

That it was the electrical isle remained to be seen. 

But this was not improbable. As for Captain Owens, he was dead 
sure of it. 

‘‘] tell ye it’s the island,” he cried; ‘‘there’s no other in these 

waters. Just a mistake in reckoning, that's all.” 

‘*Put on speed, Barney!” cried Frank. ‘‘ We'll soon know.” | 

The air-ship sped on like a hawk. Swifter and swifter she went. 
Nearer drew the isle. 

But as they drew nearer, one thing seemed to puzzle the captain, 

His face fell. 

‘That is powerful queer,” he said, ‘‘there are trees on that isle, 
There are none on the electrical isle.” 

‘* Indeed!” exclaimed Frank, ‘‘ maybe they have dada since,” 

But the captain shook his head. 

' #* No!” he said, ‘‘ that is not likely. Can there bea mistake,” 

Again Gallaun chuckled and again the captain fell to studying his 
chart. Barney and Pomp in the pilot house logically discussed the 
affair. 

‘Don’ yo’ fret!” declared Pomp, ‘ dat ole cap’en he jes’ know wha’ 
he am about. If dat isle amin dese pahts ob de, sea, he find it fo’ 
suah,” 

‘‘ Begorra it’s about. toime I’m afther thinkin’,” declared Barney. 
‘¢ Shure if he don’t foind it soon he niver will.” 

‘*]’ll bet yo’ a new hat lish dat he does!” cried Pomp. 

‘* Bejabers, I’ll take yez on that.” 

So the ms er was made, 

The air-ship was now quite near to the isle. It was a bleak, barren 
tract not alike Kerguelen. 

But there was vegetation of a ragged sort, mosses and grass and 
some stunted trees. 

Captain Owens glanced at the isle and said almost mournfully: — 

‘* No, that’s not the place, It is a more barren isle.” 

“ Whew!” exclaimed Frank, ‘*how can that be?” 

‘“‘ The electric island is totally devoid of vegetation,” said the cap- 
tain. ‘* Nor do I believe any can grow there!” 

A descent was made and the air-ship rested upon a ledge,of rocks. 
It was at once proved that this certainly was not an electrical isle. 

Captain Owens was much downcast. He said: 

‘It is very strange. I must te very much out of my reckoning. 
But I am sure the electric isle is somewhere in this vicinity.” 

‘* Then we will resume the search to-morrow,” said Frank. 


He turn- 


Frank carelessly 


Then he 


Without 


‘¢ God bless you!” cried the old captain, gratefally. ‘‘ You have 
not lost faith in me, Frank!” 

‘* By no means.” 

‘* Thank youl” 

It was decided to remain upon the isle over night; so anchors 


were placed, and as darkuess came on the search-light was utilized, 

A brief exploration was made, but it resulted in no important 
discovery. The isle was not recorded upon any chart, 

That it had been in existence for centuries there was no doub*. 

‘‘ One thing is quite sure,” said Frank; ‘‘this locality is seldom 
visited by vessels. It is possible that tbis isle was never before 
sighted.” 

‘Certainly never visited,” said the captain, ‘‘ and the electric isle 
was never visited by any one else.” 

Darkness settled down thick and fast. <A moaning breeze came 
in from the soath. 

The breakers beat heavily upon the rocky shore. 
and weird spot, and seemed almost out of the world. 

‘‘Indeed,” admitted Gallatin, ‘it seems, Frank, almost as if we 
were on another planet,” 

‘*So it does,” agreed the young inventor. 
civilization here.” 

The search-light’s rays were reflected upon the roaring, rolting 
waves of the ocean. It was a mournful dirge the sea sang—it was a 
lonely, wild, desolate place. 


It was a wild 


‘One is utterly lost to 


“The end of the earth!” declared Frank; ‘‘it may well be called 


such.” 
After a while it was proposed to turnin and sleep. 
they were about to descend into the cabin Owens cried: 
“Hark ye! Do you hear thar that distant sound?” 


But just as 


It was a strange, wild, distant murmuring—a yague an ke: 


a distant note from a battle fieid. 
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‘‘ Thunder!” ejaculated Gallatin. 

‘¢That’s all a landlabber knows about it!” cried the captain, con- 
temptaously. ‘‘ Up auchors and out of here lively!” 

Frank was amazed, 

‘* What is that?” he asked, 

‘* Lively, or we’re all dead men!” cried the captain, earnestly. ‘I 
tell you I know what it is. I haven’t sailed the seas all my life for 
nothing!” 

Frank gave the sign to 
chors, 

But that there was good ground for this the captain’s action speed- 
ily became manifest. . 

The dull roaring had increased indescribably until now it was like 
nearby peals of continuous thunder. 
The air-ship sprung into the air. 

Tays were sent flashing out to sea, 

And a terrible scene was revealed. 
captain to vouchsafe an explanation. 

For the explanation was here. 

A terrific sea, full forty or fifty feet high, driven by the blackest of 
black clouds, was racing down upon the isle, ‘ 

a next moment it had reached it. One cry pealed from the lips 
of all: 

*« The tidal wave!” 

Such indeed it was, the terror of the island dwellers of the South 
Pacitic and the sailor. 

Wonderful as it may seem these fearful waves, driven by terrific 
forces, often pass wholly over an atol! or low islet, sweeping every- 
thing portable and living from it. 

This wave would certainly have swept the air-ship and its occu-. 
pants to destruction had they remained where they were. 

For the wave passed wholly over the islet. 

All that could be seen below were tremendous thundering surges. 
They went plunging and tearing away out to sea again. 

In less than three minutes the wave had passed. The sea subsided 
slowly while the huge wave went thundering away into the distance. 

The searchelight was turned down upon the isle, 

An astonishing sight was revealed The vegetation and foliage had 
eeu completely swept from the isle, 

Great quantities of water lay in the hollows and clefts of the rock. 

There was no denying the fact that Captain Owens had saved the 
oe But for his prompt work the fate of all would have been 
sealed. 

Even the colonel was gracious enough to say: 

‘** Certainly none of the rest of as could have known what it was.” 

ope captain modestly declined all credit for the saving of the 
air-ship. 

‘** But I knew there was something coming,” he said, ‘‘and that we 
must get out of the way of it.” | 

To return to the islet for the balance of the night was possible, but 
it was not deemed advisable, 

Sv it was decided to let the air-ship drift for the rest of the night; 
this, therefore, was the move adopted. 

The night seemed interminable in its length, but morning at last 
came, 

The sun burst forth over the rolling waste of waters; and almost 
the first cry given was by Barney who was in the bow. 

‘* Hooray!” he shouted. ‘Shure there’s the land once more!” 


Barney and Pomp who pulled in the an- 


As it did so, the search-light’s 


It was not necessary for the 


CHAPTER VIL. 
DISCOVERED AT LAST. 


Far to the southward land was certainly seen. Captain Owens 
brought his glass to bear on it. ie 
** What think you, captain,” cried Frank; “is it the Electric Island?” 


** On my word,” cried the old salt, -‘ it looks very much like it. Let 


as bear down for it.” 

** That we will,” agreed Frank. 

‘* Aye-aye, sor!” 

The air-ship rapidly approached the newly discovered island. 

As they drew nearer it was easily seen that it was an isle more deso- 
lute than the one they had left. : 

There was not the slightest evidence of vegetation on it, and this led 
Frank to remark: 

‘« Well, captain, what think you? Is it the Electric Isle?” 

Captain Owens pointed a finger at the isle and trembling with ex- 
citement, said: 

‘‘Doa ye see that odd-shaped hill with the cleft in it, two points 
south?” 

‘* Yes!” 

** Well, I remember that well, It is the electric island! 
another way to make sure!” 

** How?” 

‘* Look to your compass!” 
Frank was about to do this when Barney shosted from the pilot- 

ouse: 

“Shure, sor, wud yez cum here. There’s something the matther wid 
ther compass, sor.” | 

*‘ That’s it,” cried the captain, wildly. ‘‘I told you so. It is the 
electric island.” 

Of course the most intense of excitement followed. But a startling 
_ Ubing now happened. . 


‘* Change the course, Barney.” 


But there’s 
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THE ELECTRIC ISLAND. — 


The dynamos began to buzz, and showers of sparks shot from every 
point of steel about the boat, 

Also it was evident that the atmosphere was very heavily charged in 
this vicinity. For a moment Frank wag in some doubt as to the safety 
of a nearer approach to the island, 

The electric engines seemed bound to get beyond control, and Bar- 
ney shouted: 

‘‘Shure, Misther Frank. 
betther Kape away!” 

The rotascopes were buzzing and the air-ship rocking furiously. 
seemed certain that there was great danger. 

Frank stepped into the pilot house. At that moment a flash of 
lightning shot out from the isle. 

This was enough for the youpg inventor. 

‘*It will never do!” he declared. ‘* We can’t approach the isle in 
that way. We shall go to smash!” . 

Quickly the engines were reversed and the air-shbip drew away from 
the electric isle. 

It was none too soon. 

But Frank got the air-ship beyond the range of the electric in{u- 
ence. Then the aerial voyagers exchanged glances. 

The colonel, whose doubt was now wholly dispelled, went over to 
the camp of the enemy. 

‘* Captain Owens!” he said, extending his hand, ‘‘ I want to apolo- 
gize e you for presuming to doubt your word, sir. lam more than 
satisfied, 


Owens was nothing if not magnanimous, and promptly replied: 

“* Colonel, I thank you for the acknowledgment. It is manly, and 
characteristic of a soldier, sir.” 

" And your acceptance is as generous as that of a true sailor must 
be, sir.’ 

‘* We mus: be friends.” 

** We will.” 

Frank Reade, Jr., took off his cap and cried: | 

‘* Hurrah for the army and the navy of the United States. 
may tbey live, and lorg may Uncle Sam pension them both!” 

The cheer was given with a will. , 

“Then the question of the feasibility of a landing on the island was 

discussed. : 

Of course all desired to accomplish this. 

It seemed to be much of a problem, but Frank Reade’s ingenuity 
came to the rescue, 

‘*T have it,” he cried. 

Of course due attention was given. 
~ He or exclaimed the captain, eagerly, ‘‘ what is your plan, 

rank?” 


‘‘ Simply shut off the dynamos, close the storage jars, and make 
a landing on the beach.” 

The feasibility of this scheme was at once apparent. 

It was decided upon. 

The air-ship was so constructed that it could sail in the water 
like any ordinary vessel, | 
; i = moments later she was in the water and steering for the 
sland. © 

Before reaching it the captain said: 

‘* When we visited this island many years ago we diecarded all 
articles of steel, and wore rubber boots. Whether it is necessary 
f take this precaution now or rot I will levve i. to Mr. Reade to de- 
cide. 

‘* T have provided for this ccntingency,” said Frank. | 

With which he produced some rubber shoes which would act as an 
insulator upon the heavily charged iron-impregnated soil of the isle. 
ee proper precautions it did not seem possible to receive a fatal 
shock. 


But what a curious freak of Dame Nature was this isle. 

Many questions arose. 

How had the isle become so heavily charged? Where did the elec- 
tricity come from, and how was it so curiously stored in this isle? 

After some study Frank elaborated a theory. 

‘It is possible,” he said, ‘‘that thie isle is charged directiy from 
Its composition is of a certain chemical quality which at- 
tracts electricity and holds it in storage. When it becomes over- 
charged or there is any electrical disturbance in the vicinity, it doubt- 


Had we not 


It 


I don’t believe it’s safe. 


Long 


less throws it off.” 


‘‘That explains the lightning flashes which we see occasionally 
playing over it,” assumed the captain. 

** Just so,” agreed Frank; ‘‘ that is it no doubt.” 

‘** Bat skipper, do you fancy thig islanc has anything to do with the 
unknown power which influences the magnetic needle?” 

‘* No,” replied Frank, ‘* the principle is different. This isle is noth- 
ing but a natural store-house or depot for electricity, nothing more!” 

as ee affirmed the colonel, ‘* there is certainly no other spot like 
it on earth.” 


‘* We may assume that no other is known,” said Frank, ‘* it will be 


of interest to explore this isle.” 


‘¢ T should say it would!” 

The air-ship now rested in the water. 
idly forward and toward the island. 

One hundred yards from the shore the anchor 
Frank brought out a portable boat. 

As it happened this was ofrubber and therefore it could safely 
make a landing. 

Ponip and the colonel remained on board the air-ship. 


The propeller sent her rap- 


was dropped. Then ~ 

























Barney and the captain were at the paddles and very quickly sent 


the little craft flying in toward the shore. 


A good point was selected and a landing made, _— 
As the explorers stepped on shore they experienced not the slight- 
est shock, but it was all owing to the insulated shoes as they well 


new. 
Frank led the way along the shore. A bleaker or more barren spot 
could hardly be imagined. 
The soil seemed to be of a peculiar metallic nature. Rocks dis- 
lodged would rattle against each other with a clink like that of metal. 
Once Barney ventured to pick up one of these stones. 
He received such a stinging shock that he dropped it with acry of 
pain. 


‘‘ Begorra, the divil’s in them!” he cried. ‘‘ Shure, I niver want to 


hry that agin!” 


Everybody laughed at this, and Frank suddenly paused’ before a 
cleft in the cliff. 

A surprising spectacle had caught his attention, 

It was a curious scintillating light in the recesses of a group of stiff 
and starched like reeds. : 

These were only one of a few varieties of marine plants, which seemed 
to thrive in the electric isle. 

The light was like that of an incandescent lamp, and indeed shone 
with a wondefual glare from the rocky recess, 

Frank saw that two points of the ruck came nearly together and 
made a positive and negative current, acting upon the rock as upon 
carbon, and on the same principle as the ordinary electric light. 

‘* By Jove!” exclaimed the young iuventor, ‘‘ had this isle been dis- 
covered before the day of Edison, there would have been little field 
for him. 

a You're right,” agreed the captain; ‘‘ man’s works can never ap- 
proach those of nature.” 

‘¢ You have bit the nail on the head,” agreed Frank; “surely no- 
body can dispute that point. Heigho, just touch the points of those 
weeds, Barney, and let me know what amount of electricity they may 
contain!” ! 

‘‘Ugh!” exclaimed the Celt, with reluctance. ‘* Yez don’t want to 
paralyze me do yez, Misther Frank?” 

‘¢Oh, you cannot get much of a shock!” laughed Frank, “ but 
wait! I'll try it myself.” 

‘With which he touched a point of the weeds. 

A needle-like shock ran up his arm. He quickly recoiled. 

‘+ As I thought,” he said; ‘‘ they are a species peculiar to this won- 
derful isle. Hello!” 

The latter exclamation was caused by suddenly catching sight of a 
wriggling object in the sand. 

At first the impression was that it was a snake. 

But a second glance caused the captain to shout: 

** Hang me high, but it’s an eel, mates!” 

‘* An eel!” exclaimed Frank. 

« Yes!’ ’ 

‘‘ Begorra, it’s a funny koind,” said Barney. ‘I niver seen the 
loikes afore!” ' 

‘¢ Nor I!” cried the captain. 

But I have,” said Fravk, quietly; ‘‘ itis the only species which 
could live on this isleI believe. Many of them are found in the English 
channel. lt is an electric eel. 

This was a palpable fact. 


CHAPTER VIII. 


‘ ELECTRICAL WONDERS, 


Tuat the eel was of the well-known electric variety Frank felt 
sure. 

These often wriggled ashore after food, and, in fact, in this respect 
were not unlike the lamprey. 

That it could give a powerful shock was beyord doubt. 

Any English boy who has visited the Dover coast knows this from 
experience. : 

So it was proven that the electric island had both animal and vege- 
table life. 

What other forms there were remained to be seen. 

The party were now all carried away with the project of exploring 
the isle, Frank led the way along the shore. 

They had not proceeded far when another wonder was added to the 


ist, 

Out from the rocks there crawled a huge turtle. 

It was not unlike those found in the Tortugas in point of size, but 
it was blood red in color. 

Moreover, it had strange, scintillating eyes, and an irridescent, 
changeable tint that quite confused the eye. 

‘* An electric turtle!” cried Frank; ‘‘ we ought to have him for a 
specimen, Let’s turn him vver, Barney,” 

‘* All roight, sor.” 

Both pulled on rubber gloves. They overtook his turtlesbip but a 
few feet from the water. ; . 

They laid violent hands upon the monster and—presto! over he went. 
Also did Barney. 

The Celt turned two complete somersaults, and a more astonished 
Irishman was never geen. | 
** Tare an’ ’ounds!” he gasped; ‘‘ phwat the divil did it do to me?” 
Everybody laughed. 
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‘* You must have a hole in your gloves, Barney,” said Frank. 
‘* Divil a bit,” declared the Celt. 
But the fact was easily explained. One bare wrist had come in con- 
tact with the electric turtle. That wrist was quite numb and sore. 
‘* On me worrad,” gasped the Celt, ‘‘ I niver got sich a tumble in 
me loife, bad cess to the omadhoun.” 
The turtle lay struggling on ita back. It was decided to leave him 
there until the return. | 
So the party set out once more along the beach. 
_Frank picked up a stone and flang it against the cliff. Of course 
his hands were protected with the rubber gloves, 
There was a sharp clap like miniature thunder and a lightning flash 
a ee leaped from the cliff. | 
verything about the isle was most powerfully charged w 
deadly electric fiuid. o- ; . yee eee 
Every moment as the explorers progressed new wonders turned up, 
Turning an angle of the cliff they came to the mouth of a cavern. 
Here was an alluring opportunity. That the cavern held some great 
wonder Frank felt sure. ‘ 
So he said: 
‘* What say you, friends? Shall we explore it?” | 
‘*Of course!” agreed the captain. ‘‘ We can’t get lost, can we?” 
‘* Hardly.” . 
‘* Begorra, let us thry it, Misther Frank!” cried Barney. © 
So they entered the cavern. There was no need of any light to 
show them the way. | 
Every now and then, where two points of the rock came together, 
light in great brilliancy shone forth. All was as plain as day in the 
p ace. 
It was certainly a most marvelous spectacle, | 
The walls of the Island cave were all ablaze. Suddenly Frank es- 
pied what looked like a fallen star of light in the sand at his feet, 
At first he thought it an electric freak, but some motive im- 
pelled him to make a closer examination. | 
The result was thrilling. 
An excited cry broke from his lips. 
‘¢On my word,” he cried, ‘* here is a mighty discovery!” 
Instantly the others were by his side. 
Frank had picked up the glittering ball of light and held it in 
his hand. 
It was the only object they had found thus far, which failed to give 
an electric shock, a 
The reason was obvious. . 
It was of material upon which electricity had no charging effect. It 
oes of carbon, and yet so intensely pure, as to be without susceptibil- 
ty. 
‘¢ A diamond!” gasped the captain. 
_ For a moment all three were spellbound. They could only look at 
each other blankly. 
‘¢ Begorra, it’s a proize!” cried Barney, finally. ‘‘ It’s worth a for- 
tune, sor!” . 
** Indeed it is,” agreed Frank. 
It was fully half the size of a pigeon’s egg. Its light was of the 
purest and its value aptold. 
‘* Diamonds!” gasped the captain. ‘* Who’d have thought it? We 
can make our fortune right bere, friends!” 
The fever seized them at once, All began searching for another gem, 
Several more were found, but none of that size. All were smaller 
and of less value. 
At length the quest was abandoned, ana Frank proposed that they 
continue their efforts to explore the cavern, 80 they went on. 
The passage seemed to lead downward. Suddenly the roof seemed 
to expand and a glittering blaze was before them. 


At firgt all thought it a lake of fire spread out before them, but a8 


they drew nearer they saw that it was water. 

The glare of tle electric focus from many points reflecting upon the 
water gave it that appearance. Nothing like it had ever been seen by 
the explorers or could be itnagined. . 

‘1g it not grand?” exclaimed the captain. 

‘¢ We ought to have our pontoon boat here,” said Frauk. 

‘© You are right.” 

“It would be worth while to sail upon such a lake, Indeed it seems 
all like a dream of fairy-land.” : 

‘+Tt really does.” 

But in lieu of the boat it was next in order to take a walk along the 
shore, 


This was followed for some ways, but as the lake seemed tv extend © 


an interminable distance into the cavern, it was finally decided not 
feasible to go further. 
All decided to return to the open air. 
‘« We will come better prepared next time,” said Frank, ‘‘I am 
carried away with the idea of a tour of exploration in the canoe!” 
‘*Good!” cried the captain, I’m with ye, mate!” 
*¢ First let us explore the exterior surface of the island.” 
_ Begorra, that’s roight!” cried Barney. ‘‘ Mebbe we'll have enough 
to do that!” . 
So they retraced their footsteps to the outer air. The air-ship 
could not be seen from this point. 
So Frank suggested climbing a cliff near, to make sure that all was 
well with her. 
The cliff was climbed in safety. The air-ship yet lay safely at her 
anchorage. 
| - §So ail fears were allayed. 


The back side of the cliff extended downward with a sharp slope for | 
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THE ELECTRIC ISLAND. 


fully a hundred yards. Barney detached a bowlder with his foot and 
sent it rolling down. 

The effect was remarkable, 

For the entire distance down the surface of the cliff a line of fire 


- Jeaped from the rock. A continuous peal of thunder smote the air. 


This showed how heavily charged the island was. It was a most 
brilliant spectacle. 


Assured that the air-ship was in safe quarters, Frank now felt en- 


_ couraged to continue the exploration inlan&. 


- Accordingly all set out for tne interior. It was totally unlike any 
region they | had ever seen before. 

There were deep cuts and rents in the stone formation of the isle as 
if at some time nature had played havoc with everything. 

There were formations of iron-stoue, turned completely into the most 
grotesque of shapes. 

‘* Jericho!” exclaimed the captain, ‘this isle must be a shining 
mark for all electric storms in these quarters.” 

** You are right,” said Frank. 

‘Do you gee that tremendous fissure in the rock? That must have 
been the track of a lightning bolt.” 

‘*Oh, certainly.” 

. une Same instant an idea flashed simultaneously across the minds 

of bot 

‘*Hang me high!” exclaimed the captain. 
on this isle during a storm!” 

‘*It could pot be very safe,” agreed Frank. 

‘*Why, we would be almost certain to be struck.” 

**So it would seem,” said Frank. Then instinctively both glanced 
at the sky. 

Uvpon the horizon there was a ragged cloud. The sky was clear 
and serene o:herwise. 

It did not seem at all likely that a storm was to be immediately ex- 
pected. So the explorers put aside their fears. 

New wonders were cropping out on every hand. 
in advance was irrepressible. 

He was continually getting shocked and Frank was obliged to warn 
him. But the Celt only cried: 

** Shure, sor, av I don’t put me hands on a thing onct in awhile 
Vl never know whether it’s an electhric charge or not, sor.’ 

‘* You'll perform that feat by and by once too often,” said Frank. 

** Shure, sor, I hope not.” 

An hour passed. So engrossed were the party in their research 
that they lost track of all else. 

So that when they were suddenly brought to their senses in an 
amazing macner, it was to fill them with dismay. 

The cause of this was a distant thunderclap. 
meut a shadow fell over everything. 

The sun’s rays were excluded. 

Everybody looked up, and saw that great angry masses of clouds 
burdened the sky. 

The critical hour had come. An electric storm had been creep- 
ing down upon them unewares. Frank’s face paled. 

we My soul!” he gasped; ‘* unless we can get back to the air-ship 
before it breaks we are all dead ment” 


‘‘T wouldn’t care to be 


Barney, who kept 


, At the same mo- 


CHAPTER IX. 
THE ELECTRICAL STORM. 


Worps can hardly describe the situation, Oertainly a more thrilling 
one could not be imagined. 

The electrical storm was very near at hand. 

What folly that they had not observed it before and been prepared 
for it. It was an even thing now whether they could escape it or 
not. 

But no time was lost. 

“ Back to the air-sbip!” shouted Frank. ‘“ Lively all!’ 

** Begorra, it'll be a race fer life!” cried Barney. 

‘* That is right,” agreed the captain. 

With all speed they set out on the full run for the isle. On they 
went as fast as they could, 

But it seemed as if they would never reach the shore. 

They had come further than they had fancied. Moreover there was 
no little risk in such headlong haste, 

For a stumble or a fall which would bring them in contact with the 
heavily charged terra firma might result in certain death. 

All these things were considered. 

So they stepped gingerly and with great ‘caution. 
went. 

_ Every moment the elements were marshaling above their heads. 
The dull sullen boom of the thunder was moat terrific. 

Lightning began to play in the air. 

Here anc there they darted. Of course, at any moment the explor- 
ers were apt to be struck. 

Horrors! Must the storm break before they should reach the air- 
They set their teeth hard and rushed on. 

_ Now they were upon the cliff ascent, 

A terrific peal rang through the heavens. 
flash and every one reeled. 

That bolt had struck the isle. Others must follow. 

Now they saw the waves rolling angry and sullen on the beach. The 


On and on they 


There was a blinding 


_ hext moment they were upon the sands, 


But they were yet some ways from the pontoon boat. 
never reach it? 
ed and on! With pantibg chests and dilated eyeballs they staggers 

Frauk was the first to reach the boat. He tumbled headlong into 
it. The captain and Barney followed. 

The captain picked up an oar and shoved out from the sands. Out 
into the surf the light craft sprang. 

It seemed as if the heavy waves must sink her. | 

But she was as buoyant as cork and could not sink. Nearer to the 
air-ship she drew. 
f — sea was getting heavy and was breaking over the air-ship’s 

ec 

There was no time to lose. 

Every peal of thunder, every lightning flash brought terror inde- 
ecribable with it. 

But the explorers bent to their paddles with increased power. 
They drew rapidly nearer the air-ship. 

Nearly exhausted they ran the canoe alongside. 
colonel were there to help them aboard. 

Then Pomp set the air-ship’s propeller in motion. 
from the island. 


It was fully a mile of perilous progress in a rough | sea that she was 
obliged to run before the electric engines could be trusted to operate 
the rotascopes. 

Then the dynamos were given full play and she sprung out of the 
water like a duck. 

All felt safe now; it was an intense feeling of relief. 

The escape had indeed been a narrow one. 

A mutual expression of gratification followed. 

‘‘That was as close a shave as I ever had,” declared the captain. 
‘*T would hardly care to take my chances over again.” 

“Nor I,” agreed Frank. ‘‘I don’t think I could have kept on fifty 
yards farther.” 

‘‘Begorra, I thought the Ould Nick had me fer shure,” cried Bar- 
ney. ‘Shure, an’ I belave that island belongs to him.” 

‘“‘Indeed you’re not far wrong, I make it,” cried the captain, 
‘look at it now!” 

gs, island looked indeed as if his Satanic Majesty had command of 


Re fiashes played about it with blinding frequency, and the 
display of electrical forces was such as our adventurers had never 
seen before. 

They were simply dazzled by the exhibition. 
blaze of fire. 

e Jericho!” exclaimed the captain, “ it’s lucky we're not there 
now.’ 

There was very little wind, but the rain at times descended in tor- 
rents. 

The clouds seemed to literally come down and touch the isle, and 
a fierce artillery fire seemed to take place between the two. 

The air-ship hung over all, the voyagera watching the exhibition 
with a wonderful fascination. For hours it was continued. 

Then the storm increased with such fury that the air-ship was 
obliged to rise above it. 

This hid the island from view for hours. The air-ship drifted some 
miles from the spot. 

When the storm cleared, however, the air-ship again bore down for 
te 


Marks of the fierce battle between the electrical forces of the clouds 

and of the island could be plainly seen. 
eae ledges were shivered, rocks were rent, and debris scattered 
about. 

Frank gazed upon the scene for some while, and concluded: 

‘The fate of this island can be very readily forecast. The battle 
between the forces of the sky and its forces will continue until one or 
the other is worsted, and of course that must be the island.” 

‘* You are right!” cried the captain. ‘* The forces of the sky are in- 
exhaustible.” 

‘* While the island is being rapidly worn away.” 

** Just so.” 

With this logical conclusion another question arose. 
visit the island again? 

The question was subjected to debate. 
that the storm had passed. 

But Frank said: 


‘* We have seen presumably about all of interest there is to be 
seen. Can we see any more?” 

‘* [ don’t believe it,” said Gallatin. 
best part of this marvel has Leen seen.” 

But the captain hesitated. 

‘‘We probably won’t come to this part of the world again, 
mates,” he said. ‘* Had we not better make a good job of it?” 

a Well, ” said Frank, suddenly pointing to the horizon, *‘I don’t 
believe it will be possible just at present.” 

The cause of this remark was readily seen. 

A heavy fog was creeping up from the horizon line. 
dense, and one of the lasting kind. 

To descend upon the island in the face of this fog would seem 
like a foolish piece of business. 

‘* That settles it!” cried the captain. 
fog is past.” 

So it was desided, 


Would they 


Pomp and the 


Back she ran 


The isle seemed one 


Should they 


It seemed safe enough now 


**T should imagine that the 


I seemed 


“We will wait until this 














Meanwhile, the fog came on rapidly. Soon it had settled down over 
the isle and ocean. All was a heavy bank of white. 
There was nothing to do but to wait for it to pass. 
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“They ought to be on hand by this time, surely,” said Frauk., 
‘‘Can anything have happened to them?” 


‘* This was by no meaus a pleasant reflection. Frank was slow to 


So the voyagers settled down to this, and patiently gave themselves | yield to it, 


up to waiting. 
Barney and Pomp were in most excellent spirits. 
‘* Golly, Pish,” cried the darky, ‘1 done fought de debbil had yo’ 
fo’ shure down on dat ar island!” 
‘* Begorra, I thought so mesilf, ws agreed the Celt. 
‘«] done fink he wud jes’ be gittin’ what belonged to him, eh?” 


‘+ Phwat’s that yez say? Shure, yez don’t mean to insult me?” ~*~ 


‘* Huh! Dat ain’ no bery easy mattah fo’ to do dat!” 

Barney’s red hair rose literally on end. 

‘* Bejabers, phwat do yez mane?” he blustered, ‘‘ Av I thought yez 
wuz in earnest, shure I’d foix yez, be me sowl on that!” 

‘Huh! Yu’ ain’ de size,” jeered Pomp. 

‘‘Whurroo! that’s enuff fer me!” shoated Barney, making a rush 
for the darky, *‘ here’s for yez. Luk out fer yersilf.” 

‘Massy Lordy! Keep away from me chile or yo’ jes’ git hurted,” 
cried Pomp, sbaking his head, 

_ But Barney was not to be deterred. He came on like a hurricane. 

Pomp, however, was not to be so easily taken’ by surprise. He 
dodged the attack and then in return became the assailant. 

Lowering his head like a battering ram he rushed at Barney. 

He took the Celt off is guard and fairly in the stomach. Barney 
was lifted completely off his feet and sat down so sudden and hard 
that he completely lost his breath. 

‘‘Ow, murther, murther!” he gasped. 
av yez fer that. Have at yez!” 

With which he regained his feet and rushed for Pomp. There was 
another Collison.» 

The result this time was more in Baraey’s favor. 

He got a grapevine on the darky and threw him, 
rolled across the deck. 

In their excitement they got perilously near the edge of the deck. 
But for the guard rail they would surely have gone over. 

But tiiis and prompt work on Captain Owens’ part saved them. 

‘*Avast there!” cried the captain; ‘look out, you lubbers, or 
you'll'be in Davy Jones’ locker! Break away, mates!” 

‘‘Golly!” spattered Pomp. ‘I ain’ got froo wif dat I’ishman 

it!” 
ae Begorra, whin I git through wid the naygur yez will hardly 
know him I promise yez!” 

But Frank Reade, Jr., appeared on the spot at this moment and 
the two jokers at once assumed a soler attitude. Skylarking was 
now decidedly out of form. 


‘Shure I'll have the loife 


‘Logether they 





CHAPTER X. 
FATE OF THE ISLAND. 


THE fog was wonderfully slow in lifting—all that night it hung 
over the island. 

But in the morning the wind veered, and in a few moments as if by 
magic the fog was entirely dissipated. 

Once more the air-ship hovered over the electric island. 

This time it sailed across the isle to the surprise of all on board 
without any disturbance of the dynamos. 

Though the compass was affected as usual. But this phenomenon 
was easily explained in the fact that the major part of the subtle fluid 
had been discharged from the isle by the storm. 

However, there was no doubt but that enough was left to give one 
@ Severe shock. 

This was proved by lowering a wire. 

The moment it touched the ironstone ledges below there was a flash 
of vivid light and a current shot over the wire. 

This was by no means pleasant to Frank Reade, Jr., who held the 
wire. But no barm was done. 

‘¢ Do you want to descend, captain?” asked Frank. 

‘* Well,” said the captain slowly, ‘*T don’t want to go alone.” 

‘I'll go with you,” said the colonel suddenly, to the surprise of all. 

‘*] accept the offer,” declared the captain politely. 

The insulated shoes and clothing were donned, and then the rope 
ladder was thrown over the rail. 

It fell to the ground, and the colonel stepped out on the rungs. 

The captain followed him, and the two men descended. 

Frank watched them critically. 

The pontoon boat was alsoflowered for use in an emergency. 

It was by no means certain that the air-ship could long maintain 
her present position. 

If the island should suddenly develop electric force in unuszal 
quantity it would be necessary to leave the vicinity. 

In that case the two explorers might need the boat. 

The captain and the colonel waved an adieu and disappeared over 
the rocks. 

For an hour the air-ship maintained her position. Then the dyna- 
mos began to be alfected, and Frank decided to leave the isle. 

So the air-ship stood out to sea. When a safe distance from the 
island she waited for a signal from the explorers. 

Time passed. 

Frank kept an anxious watch of the isle. But yet the pontoon boat 
did not appear. 

_ ** Be me sowl, they’re making a long tour av the place,” ventured 


_ Barney. 


_ But as time passed his fears began to strengthen; he felt decid- 
edly like taking an active step. 

But what could he do? 

To sail over to the island now was impossible. 
juncture that Barney cried: 

‘* Shure, sor, there’s something wrong with the island!” 

‘* Eh?” exclaimed Frank, and then his face blanched. 

It was beyond doubt that there was something wrong with the 
electric island, 

It was seen to be rocking violently, and there was much agita- 
tion in the water about it. 

What did it mean? 

Erank could think of but one solution. | 

It mus« be an earthquake, 

If so, the fate of the two explorers might be sealed. Frank was 
horrified. 

But yet he seemed utterly powerless, 

What could be done? 

Certainly the exigency called for some sort of immediate action. 
Bat it was a conunurum to Lell what to do, 

But in this moment of doubt a solution came, 

Suddenly Pomp cried: 

‘*Golly, Marse Frank, dere am de boat! Massy Lordy, how high 
de waves ‘do run!” 

A great cry of joy escaped Frank’s lips. He realized that his friends 
were Safe at last. 

The pontoon was seen pulling for the open sea, The two occupants 
were evidently much excited, 

Nearer they drew and now the air-ship settled down so as to throw 
overboard a rope ladder. 

A line was slso thrown to secure the pontoon. 

. io ladder the colonel and the captain climbed and aboard the 
air-ship. 

They were much exhausted. 

Their story was briefly told. 

‘* We were exploring the far side of the isle,” said Gallatin, ‘‘ when 
we heard strange sounds. It was asif some strange power beneath 
the isle was at work. Then the ground began to rock.” 

** That was enough for us!” cried the captain. ‘‘ We at once started 
for the shore.” 

‘It was a close call,” said Frank, ‘‘ pas Iam glad. that you are 
now out of harm’s way!” | 

‘*T thank you!” said Owens. 

** But look! see what has befallen the isle,” 

All eyes were now turned upon the isle. An astounding spectacle 
was revealed, 

The great cliffs seemed pending to the surf which came bounding 
and thundering up almost to their very summits. 

It seemed as if the sea was rising, but the voyagers knew better 
than this, 

** Mercy on us!” cried Colonel Gallatin, ‘‘ the island is sinking.” 

Indeed, this was seen to beacertain fact. Astounding though it 
was, it was nevertheless true, ' 

Spell-bound the voyagers gazed upon this wonderful spectacle. It 
was easily explained. 

The island bad undoubtedly been one of volcanic origin, 

It was now about to return to the depths of the sea, by some in- 
ternal commotion of the earth’s crust. 

The electric island, the greatest of earth’s known wonders, was 
about to vanish from the sight of man. 

It was a wonderful thing to think of, that they were to be the priv- 
‘ileged few to gaze for the last time upon the electric island. 

Steadily it sank-into the ocean. 

Strip after strip began to vanish until at length only a very small 
part of it was left. 

This was visible but a brief while longer. 

There was a sudden violent upheaval, a dull sullen roar, a boiling 
and hissing of the waters which lasted for fully half an hour. 

Then the sea rolled with regular motion over the spot where the 
electric island had been. 

It was no more. 

For some while the aerial voyagers gazed spellbound upon the sea. 
For some hours the air-ship hovered over the spot. 

The voyagers watched it as if they half expected the island to re 
appear. But it did not. 
Captain Owens approached Frank on the main deck. 

‘* Well, captain,” said the young inventor, ‘*are you satisfied with 
this result?” 

‘* Perfectly,” replied the captain. 

o And you are ready to go home?” 

‘© T am.” . 

‘« That settles it!” 

Frank turned and shouted to Barney: . 

‘¢ Set the course northward,” hecried., ‘* Weare homeward bound r 
Homeward bound! 
Magic word! | 

The voyagers were constrained to give acheer. It seein to them 
as if the end of their adventure had been reached. | | . 

The colonel said: 

‘* Our trip has been a great success. Mr. Reade!”’ 


It was at this 
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‘¢ Don’t be so sure of that,” said Frank. ‘‘ We are not yet at the end 
of the rope. A great deal may happen before we reach home, and our 
trip is not ended until then.” 

‘* Which is right, skipper?” cried the captain. ‘* Left us com- 
promise and say that the trip thus far has been a success.” 

‘* Exactly,” said Frank. 

‘*T am satisfied,” agreed the colonel. 
trip home may be just as successful.” 

The Flight now set out on her northward way. 

It was with a feeling of relief -that the party 
that they were on their way home. 

Frank intended to touch the corner of the Australian Continent, 
and from thence pass on to New Guinea to Asia, across Europe 
and the Atlantic home. 

This would be traversing the exactly opposite sphere of the earth, 
and would give the voyagers an opportunity to view some wonder- 
ful countries. 

All were enthused with the plan. 

The colonel was much interested in natural history and hotany, 
and was desirous of penetrating the interior of Australia for a 


“Let us hope that the 


realized, after all, 


_ ways. | 


Frank promised him that he should and this had the effect of mak- 
ing him very happy. 

t was a long sail over tempestuous seas to Australia. 

There were times when head winds held the air-ship in abeyance, 
and she consequently could not make as good progress. 

Nevertheless she kept on day and night. One day Frank came on 
deck with a glass. 

He scanned the horizon for some while, and said: 

‘* We shall sight the continent before noon.” 

** Hurrah!” shouted the colonel. 

A good watch was kept for the land. As frank had predicted about 
noon land was sighted. 

It seemed to the voyagers os if they were already more than half 
way home. And indeed so rough had been the last week’s journey 
that they were justified in this. 





CHAPTER XI. 
THE BUSHMEN, 


THE hard battling against head winds had been a severe strain upon 
the machinery of the air-ship as Frank had learned. © 

Bat yet, it showed no signs of a break-down, and the young inven- 
tor had faith that it would last until they should reach home, 

Such: a cruise as this could never be undertaken again by the Flight. 

Her work would be done. She would have sailed over twenty thou- 


* sand miles, 
But Frank had not intended to ever use her ce anyway. His 


mind was already occupied with a new and wonderful invention. 

Rapidly the air-ship drew nearer the Australian coast. 

‘ Tt was made to find a sea-port or any habitation of civilized 
einge. 

Indeed, this was deemed best to avoid. The purpose in landing 
was wholly to rest the engines of the air-ship and give Colonel Galla- 
tin a chance to conduct his explorations. 

The long cliff bound coast was now beneath them. 

The air-ship sailed into the interior for full fifty miles. They crossed 
a barren plain where the emu fed, but finally reached a fertile valley. 

And here the party descended. 

The air-ship rested upon a small elevation among some oak trees. 
From this point an extensive view was to be had. 

There was a cooling spring near and the woods were full of game. 

The pheasant abounded and soon a hunting party was organized; 


this was an enjoyable experience. 


Frank at once began renovating the machinery; this occupied a full 
day of hard work. ; 

But he soon had it all righ+, 
his handa, 

The voyager were charmed with the beautiful region. 

It was a great relief to get upon terra firma after a long spell of sail- 
ing in the air. 

But so far no adventure worthy of note occurred. 

There were beasts of prey in the vicinity and much large game. The 
deer and the kangaroo abounded, 

But the black, that cunning bush native, seemed to be missing. 

Yet Gallatin was warned by Captain Owens, who said: 

‘* ’ve had experience, mate! I know what I’m talking about. The 
fact that you have not seen a black is no evidence that he is not here.” 

‘That is trae,” agreed Frank. ‘‘ When you see no blacks, it is 
generaliy agreed in this country that there are plenty of them near, 
and that they mean mischief,” | 

‘*T can take care of myself,” said the colonel, confidently. 

But this proved a vain boast. 
_ The colonel set out alone and early one day for a distant mountain 
slope, to secure a valuable and rare species of butter-fly. 4 

The day passed and evening came. At dinner'it was noticed that 
the captain had not returned. 

At once the alarm spread. 
sealed. 

‘*T tell you the blacks have got him,” declared the captain. 

**Let us hope that he is simply belated,” said Frank. ‘‘ Maybe, 
overtaken by night, he has been obliged to camp.” 

This was all logical enough, but yet the terrible fear haunted all. 

‘‘T tell youthe bushmen area terrible foe,” declared the captain; 


and then there was leisure time upon 


Everybody felt sure that his fate was 
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‘* they are so cunning and treacherous, A white man is no match at 
all for them except in the open,” 

The matter of a search or relisf party was discussed. 

But as it was intensely dark this seemed a forlorn hope, 

However, there was the searchlight, and with its powerfnl rays it 
seemed as if the colonel, if alive and ou ais way home, might be found. 

So it was decided to make an ascension and search for the missirg 
man. 
eee accordingly went aboard the Flight, and she sprang up into ~ 
the air. 

The search-light’s rays were thrown down to the earth and sent 
hither and thither. 

Slowly the air-ship sailed toward the mountain. 

lt was not leng before its slope was reached. Up and down the 
mountain side the search went on. ; 

Meanwhile what of the colonel? Was it true that he had fallen into 
the clutches of the blacks? 

Leaving the air-ship he had set out in a straight line for the distant 
mountain which had been named the Lion’s Head for want of a better 

/ name. 

The shape of the mountain warranted this appellation well, for it. 

was very much in the shape of a lion’s head. 

Tre intervening region was of the wildest description. There were 
great tracts of bush land and tangled forest resembling a jungle. 

The colonel was right in his element. He wielded his butterfly net 
with rare euccess. 

Specimen after specimen of the rara avis he found and stowed care- 
fully away in his knapsack. 

All the while he was getting further and. farther away from camp. 

He reacheg the slope of the mountain and here encountered a bustiy 
tract of desert, land, ? 

The sand was loose and shifting and beneath the desert brush there 
were venomous reptiles, 

Poisonous adders and deadly spiders there found haven. 
had no fear for the naturalist. 

He even went so far as to secure a number of them for specimens 
asphyxiating them with a chemical he possessed. 

So intent did the colouel become iv his favorite vocation ‘hat he 
touk no note of time, or heeded where his footeteps were carrying 
him. 

So the sun was well down in the western sky when he came upon a 
startling discovery. 

At the base of a sage bush he came upon an object which caused 
his heart to give a leap. 

It was the imprint of a bare foot. 
black native. 

For a moment the colonel gazed upon that footprint with curious 
sensations not unmixed with fear. 

He knew what it meant. 

He was in the region of the bushmen, the most insidious and deadly 
strategic foe that one coald have to deal with. 

The mere finding of this footprint was an omen of great danger. 

It meant that the cunning foe were near. Undoubtedly they had 
him under surveillance. 

When this thought is coupled with the knowledge that they might 
at any moment drive one of their poisoned darts into his body from 
au unseen covert, the uncomfortable sensations may be compre- 
hended. 

The colonel, however, was a plucky and shrewd man, 

Conscious that possibly the eyes of any number of the foe might be 
upon him at the moment, he took no cognizance whatever of the 
footprint. 

He kept on as carelessly as ever, pretending to cage a new butterfly, 
but all the while edging his way down the slope. 

The full enormity of his peril was now upon him. 

He seemed almost to feel his black foes about him. It was a mign‘y 
effort to control his nerves, 

Oh, if there was only some way to signal his friends. If the air-ship 
could only appear upon the scene. 

But it was unreasonable to expect this, 

He knew that the extreme peril was all the result of his own rash- 
neas, nothing else. 

He kept on down the slope,carelessly prentending to chase a butter- 
fly. But he suddenly paused. 

He was right in the shadow of a big bush. 

Just beyond in a little clearing he saw—most uncommon sight —a 
powerful black. 

The fellow was entirely naked save for a breeh clout and carried a 
blow-pipe and a bag of poisonous darts over his shoulder. 

He had just killed a small serpent, and the colonel saw that he was 
preparing to devour it. 3 

For the snake is a choice article of food among the bush natives. It 
is esteemed above all else, . 

The native had severed its head, displaced its vitals, and was peal. 
ing the skin from its body. 

Then holding it up by the tail, the black began to devour the reptile 
just as an Italian eats macaroni. 

Fascinated as well as stricken with a sense of intense loathing, the 
colonel watched him. 

As watched, the impulse was strong upon him to shoot the 
wreich, 

But second thought taught him the extreme folly of this, . 

The shot would of course bring others to the spot, and his life would 
not be worthareed, _ . | 


But these 


Undoubtedly the owner was a 
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He little realized that at that very moment he was the cynosure of 
a score of baleful eyes, 

He was watched upon all sides, He wag completely surrounded. 
In fact, was hopelessly in the clutches of the most merciless of man- 
banters on the face of the earth, 

He did not know what was really a fact that this native devouring 
the snake was reaily a preconcerted barrier placed in his path. 

But this was true. 

He could not go ahead without exposing himself to the native. To 
go around was his only course, 

Had he followed the first and natural impulse he would have cleared 
his path by shooting the feliow. 

But it was fortunate that he did not do thie. 

Indeed it was the saving of his life. Ten seconds after firing he 
would have been a dead man. 

So the colonel drew back and placed a bush between him and the 
native. 

Then he sought to. make a detour. 
startled halt. — 

There, right before him and not twenty yards distant was another 
native, 

Hia back was turned to the colonel, and he was making an exami- 
“gine of the ground. 

on colonel dodged back and went around another bush. 
there was another native doing the very same thing. 

‘* Jericho!” gasped the astounded naturalist, ‘‘ are they everywhere” 

An expert plainsman would have realized the situation at once, 
but the colonel yet clung to the infatuation that he was not observed. 

But he did realize that he was surrounded. 

This decided him upon a sagacious if not altogether successful 
move. He got down upon bis hands and knees, and crept under a 
sage bush. 

In this way he believed that he would be able to avoid being dis- 
covered, “As soon as the coast was clear, he intended to come out and 
make tracks out of the unwholesome locality. 

But even as he gave himself up to this hupe, he was horrified by a 
new turn in affairs. 


But again he was brought to a 


Horrors! 





CHAPTER XII. i 
WHICH ENDS THE TALE. 


THE covert secured by the colonel seemed a secure one. But as he 
lay there in fancied security he received a shock. 

He saw a native suddenly approaching on all fours like an animal. 
His conduct was very peculiar. 

He would bend down and scent the ground like a sleuth-hound. 
This recalled the fact to the colonel that these fellows always followed 
a trailin this manner, . 

Very little trail was ever left in the sand, so shifting was it. 

But the scent of these savages was most abnormal, 

‘* Merciful powers?” reflected the colonel, ‘‘ he is actually trailing 
me!” 

This was no doubt the truth. Straight toward the bush the na- 
tive came. His eyes were upon the ground. 

Gallatin drew a deep breath. 

It seemed to him that he must be discovered and the shock must 
surely come. It was proper to be well prepared. 

So he lifted his rifle and took careful aim at the savage; nearer 
came the latter. 


Had he looked up he must surely have seen the white man; but he 


did not. 

Nearer he came. 

Then, just as the colonel had half made up his. mind to fire the na- 
tive paused, hovered a moment and then went direcsly by the bush. 

It was to the colonel as if the hangman’s rope had been loosed from 
his neck. 

He drew a deep breath. 

‘* He is off on a false scent,” he muttered. 
row escape!” 

He was about to look after the deceived black, when his attention 
was again claimed in front. 

‘ Another native had appeared; he was also following the trail like 
the first. 

But he proceeded more slowly and made little progress; the colonel 
watched him intently. 

‘« If this fellow discovers me,” he mattered, ‘‘I am indeed lost; but 
it is more than likely. he will pass me by.” 

Thus clinging to the hope the colonel watched him. 

Bat as his attention was drawa in this direction, he never dreamed 
of looking bebind him. 

Nor had he thought of the clever ruse being played. The first na- 
tive had not passed the sage bush far when he turned and came back. 

In the rear of the crouching white man he was not seen. 

He crept nearer and nearer until he was in the bush. 

Then he parted the foliage noiselessly. There was a hissing sound, 
the passage of a swift body through the air; then talon fingers 
were about the colonel’s windpipe, 

He was hurled over backwards, and too late, seeing the game play- 
ed upon him, was unuble to resist. 

With animal like cries, other natives reached the spot. Thongs 
bound his wrists, and he lay helpless upon the ground. 

-. Ajibbering, chattering crowd of blacks surrounded him. 
their helpless prisoner. 


He was 


** Heavens, what.a nar-— 


It can be conceived that his position was hardly of the pleasantest. 
Words cannot describe. 

Tbe sense of despair which came over him was powerful. 
ized that his case was hopeless. 
The bushmen are merciless. 

beasis than to them. 
The colonel made no effort to compromise with them. He knew the 
folly of this. 


His best move was to remain stoical and inactive. 
prayed for the coming of the air-ship. 

Would his friends suspect the truth and come out to search for him! 
Might they not arrive in time to save him? 
All these thoughts croszed his mind. 
terror. Despair t supervened all. 

‘*God help me!” he thought. 
again,” 

He had something like an instinctive curiosity to know what they 
would do with him. 

He had heard that many of these blacks were man-eaters. Would 
they practice their cannibalistic appetite upon them? . 
a ae was fast settling down. In afew moments it was pitehy 

ac 

The colonel was not a little puzzled to know what the blacks were 
up to. 

They held a long and earnest conference. Then two of them sat 
down near him. 

Tae others went trooping off through the bush. 

The colonel was never able to fathom their purpose in doing this. 
But it was the very incident which turned the tide in his favor. 


He real- 


Better appeal to the mercy of wild 


Oh, how he 


Hope blended with deadly 


‘*T shall never see home or friends 


For after some hours had passed he was blinded by a sudden flood 


of light from the sky. So also were the bushmen. 

The colonel knew in an instant what it was, 

‘** The search-light,” he gasped; ‘‘ they are looking for me.” 

The blacks tried to gaze at the light. But it evidently blinded them. 
Moreover, being unable to understand it they were stricken with fear. 

There was a distant report. One of the blacks threw up his arms 
and fell, The other fled. 

Then down settled the air-ship while bullets were sent whistling in 
every direction. 

It was Barney’s keen eyes had detected the colonel and his captors 
far below. 
Brit Celt had fired the opportune shot and saved the life of Colonel 

allatin. 

Down settled the air-ship rapidly. The next moment it touched the 
ground. 


Barney sprung down and cut the bonds of the colonel, and cried : 

** Shure, sor, it’s a blessing that we've found yez!” 

‘* You have saved my life!” cried the colonel, quite overcome, ‘I 
shall never forget that!” 

A few moments later he was safe aboard the air-ship. 

But the episode was not ended by any means, . 

Loud shrieking cries were heard from all parts of the bush. The 
voyagers got into the cabin just in time. 

For a shower of darts came rattling down upon the decks, und had 
any been struck, it must have been a fatal thing for them. 

‘* Mercy on us!” cried Frank; ‘“let’s get out of this!” 

‘* Would they dare attack us openly?” asked the captain. 

‘‘ It is hardly likely,” replied Gallatin. ‘* We shall be out of their 
way very quickly!” 

Frank pressed the lever, 

There was a terrific buzzing sound in the ie room, but the air 


ship did not rise. 


He pressed it again. 
No use. 


A sudden chilling fear seized him. He descended into the engine- 
rooni. It was some while before he came back. 

When he did, his face had an ashen pallor. 

** We are done for!” he said. 

‘« What?” exclaimed all in chorus, 

‘‘The air-ship will never fly again!” 

For a moment all were speechless; the effect of this declaration can 
hardly be imagined. 

Then Gallatin said: 

** We are lost!” 

‘* Well,” said Frank, recovering himself. ‘‘Not quite so bad as 
that I hope. But certainly we are in an unpleasant position.” 

‘* What shall we do?” 

‘‘ The first move that I can see is to beat off these sava es; once 
that is done, we can devise some way to reach the coast an trust to 
luck to get to a settlement.” 

‘*A dismal outlook!” said Captain Owens, “but it seems the only 
and best move.” 

‘** If anybody could suggest a better, I should be pleased ‘o hear it,” 
said Frank. 

‘** There is no other move,” agreed the colonel, ‘let it go at that.” 

So all picked up rifles and went to the loopholes. As they did so, 
the forma of the bushmen could be seen hovering in the bush. 

For a time they seemed disposed to openly attack the air-ship, 

But a hot fire drove them back, and then for a time nothing was 
seen uf them. | 

The search-light swept the vicinity, and at every opportunity one 
of the foe was picked off. 

But suddenly a terrible cry of alarm came from Barney. 

; 

















‘For heaven’s sake, Misther Frank!” he cried, ‘‘ they’re goin’ to 
cook us fer sure! Wud yez luk at that!” 

Frank saw lurid flames against the dark sky. 

‘* Fire!” he gasped. ; | 

The game of the bushmen was readily seen. They had started a 
fire in the bush. 

This would sweep down upon the air-ship and destroy it. There 
was no way to save it. ; 

It was an appalling moment. 

What could be done? 

‘* My soul!” exclaimed Gallatin, ‘‘ must we lose the air-ship?” 

‘* We must save ourselves,” said Frank; ‘‘ the air-ship is beyond 
all help,” ; 

‘* But how shall we do that ?” 

‘* We must leave her and get away from here as quickly as we can.” 

“ Bat——” 

‘¢ What?” | 

‘* We will be almost certain to run into the bushmen. They would 
quickly pick us off.” 

** Don’t fear that,” cried Frank, ‘‘ there won’t be one of them in the 
path of the fire. They will be behind it, and come along to pick up 
our bones.” 

** Can we outstrip the fire?” 

‘‘ That remains to be seen.” 

‘* God help us!” 

** One thing is sure, 
ship.” 

This point settled, there was no time to be lost. 

All hurriedly picked up their effects ‘and started for the bush. The 
fire was rushing down upon the air-ship like a fierce tornado. 


There is no move for us but to leave the air- 
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Oue last sad look was given ic. Then they turned away. They nev- ; 4 


# 





er saw it again. 

On through the bush fled the fugitives. 
of reaching the coast at once, 

They knew that the blacks would be close behind them. To be’over- 
taken meant death. 

As luck would have it they came upon a swiftly flowing river. A 
hasty raft of logs was made. 


‘They knew the importance 


This destroyed the trail and threw the blacks off the scent complete- : 


ly. Down to the open sea they drifted. 
It would require volumes to describe their adventures and suffer- 
ings on the way to the nearegt settlement, ‘ 
For weeks they lived on shell fish and such game as they could find. 
But eventually they reached a small sea-port. 
The rest is easily told, 
A small fishing vessel took them to Melbourne. 
San Francisco was obtained. . 
A few months later they were upon their native soil once again. 
The great quest was ended. 


Frank Reade, Jr. lost his fine air-ship, but he bore the calamity 
philosophically. 

** Never mind!” he said, ‘‘I’ll build another. The next will bea 
bettet one.” 

He with Barney and Pomp returned to Readestown, There they 
are sojourning at the present day. 

The colonel and the captain became life-long friends. The ex- 
parsenes in quest of the electric island will never be forgotten by 
either, E 

And this, dear reader, brings us to the end of our story. 
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Useful and Instructive Books. 





: 

HOW TO DO CHEMICAL TRICKS—Containing over one hun- 
dred highly amusing and instructive tricks with chemicals. By 
A. Anderson. Handsomely illustrated. Price 10 cents: For 
sale by all newsdealers, or sent port pat upon receipt of price. 
Address Frank Tousey, Publisher, 34 & 36 North Moore Street, 
New York, P. O.Box 2730. 


HOW TO MAKE MAGIC TOYS—Containing full directions for 
making Magic Toys and devices of many kinds, By A. Ander- 
son. Fully illustrated. Price 10 cents, For sale by all news- 
dealers, or sent, pootpan by mail, upon receipt of price. Ad- 
dress Frank Touse , Publisher, 34 and 36 North Moore Street, 
New York. P.O. 2730. 


HOW TO MAKE AND USE ELEOCTRICITY.—A description of the 
wondcertul uses of electricity and elevtro-magnetism, together with 
full instructions for making Electric Toys, Batteries, etc. By George 
Trebel, A.M., M.D. Containing over fifty illustrations. Price 10 
cents, For sale by all newsdealers in the United States and Canada, 
or sent to your address, postage free, on receipt of price, Address 
donna eta publisher, 3i and 86 North Moore Street, New York. 

ox ; 


ox 


gow TO BECOME A .fAGIOIAN.—Oontaining the grondest assortment 

of magical illusions ever placed before the public. Also, tricks with 

cards, incantations, ete. ce 10 cents. For sale by all newsdealers, 

or sent to on address, oe free, upon receipt of price. Frank 
ee yy Pu lisher, 34 and 36 

ox 6 


HOW TO FENCE.—Containing full instruction for fencing and the use 
of the broadsword; also instruction in archery. Described with 
twenty-one practical illustrations, giving the best positions in fenc- 
ing. A complete book. Price 10 cents. For sale by all newsdéalers 
in the United States and Canada, or sent to your address, ap paid 
on receipt of price. Address Frank Tousey, publisher, 34 and 36 
North Moore Street, New York. Box 2730. _ 


HOW TO BE A DETECTIVE.—By Old King Brady, the world known 
detective. In which he lays down some valuable and sensible rules 
for beginners, and also relates some adventures and experiences of 
well-known detectives. Price 10 cents. For sale by all newsdealers 
in the United States and Canada, or sent to your adaries, post-paid 
on receipt of the price. Address Frank Tousey, publisher, 34 and 36 
North Moore Street, New York. Box 2730, 


BOW TO BECOME a SPEAKER.—Containing fourteen Mlustrations, 
giving the different positions requisite to become a good speaker, 
reader and elocutionist. Also containing gems from all the popular 
authors of prose and poetry, arranged in the most simple and concise 
manner possible. For sale by all newsdealers in the United States 
and Canada, or sent to your address, postage free, On receipt of ten 
cents. Address Frank Tousey, publisher, 34 and 36 North Moore 
street. New York. Box 2730. 


HOW TO DO. TRICKS WI''H CARDS.—Containing explanations of the 
general principles of sleight-of-hand applicable to card tricks; of 
eard tricks with ordinary cards, ai.z not requiring sleight-of-hand ; 
of tricks Ae eee ee or the use of specially rec 
ecards. By Professor Haffner. With illustrations. Price 10 cents. 
For sale by all newsdealers, or sent, post-paid, to any address on 
receipt of price, by Frank oer publisher, 34 and 36 North Moore 


orth Moore street, New York. P. @ 


HOW TO DO SLEIGHT OF HAND—Containing over fifty of the 
latest and best tricks used by magicians. Also containing the 
secret of second sight. an illustrated, By A. Anderson, 
Price 10 cents. For sale by all newsdealers, or sent post-paid, 
ppen receipt of price. Address Frank Tousey, Publisher, 34 & 

North Moore Street, New York. P.O. Box 2730, 


HOW TO DO ELECTRICAL TRICKS.—Containing a la col- 
lection of instructive and highly amusing electrical tricks, to- 
ether with illustrations, By A. Anderson. Price 10 cents. 

or sale by al¥ newséealers, or sent, foe ors ceipt of 

the price. Addres Frank Tousey, ublisher, & 36 North 
Moore St., New York. P. O. Box 2730. 


HOW TO KEEP HOUSE.—It contains information for everybody, boys, 
girls, men and women; it will teach you how to make almost any- 
thing around the house, such as parlor ornaments, brackets, ce- 
ments, wolian harps, and bird lime for re birds. Price 10 
cents. For sale by all newsdealers in the United States or Canada, 
or sent to your address, post paid, on receipt of price. Address 
Frank ‘Tousey, publisher, 
Box 2730. 


/ 


HOW TO KEEP A WINDOW GARDEN.—Containing full instructions 
for constructing a window garden either in town or country, and 
the most appreved methods for raising beautiful flowers at home, 
The most 2omplete bua of the kind ever published. Price 10 cents, 
For sale by all newsdealers in the United States and Canada, or 
sent to your address, postage free, on receipt of price. Address 
ae publisher, 34 and 36 North Moore Street, New York. 

Ox 


flow TO BECOME AN INVENTOR.—Every boy should know how ine 
ventions originate. This book explains them all, giving exampleg 
fo electricity, hydraulics, magnetism, optics, pneumatics, mechanics, 
etc., etc. The most instrucuve book Joo hed. Price 10 cents 
For sale by all newsdealers ij the United States and Canada, or 
sent to your address, postage rree, on receipt of pricc. Address 
a publisher, 34 and 36 North Moore street, New York, 
x * 


HOW TO BUILD AND SAIL CANOES.—A handy book for boys, con- 
taining full directions for constructing canoes and the most popular 
manner of sailing them. By C. Stanfield Hicks. Price 10 cents. 
For sale by all newsdealers in the United States and Canada, or gent 
to any address, postage free, on receipt of Plalizig Address Frank 
Tousey, publisher, 34 and 36 North Moore Street, New York. Box 
2730. 


HOW TO DO TRICKS.—The great book of magic and ecard tricks, cou- 
taining full instruction of all tho leading card tricks of the day, also 
the most popular magical illusions as performed 4 our leading 
ne: every boy should obtain a copy, as it will both amuse 
and instruct. Price 10 cents, For sale by all newsdealers in the 
United States and Canada, or sent to any address, postage free, on 
receipt of price, Address Frank Tousey, publisher, 34 and 36 North 

Moore Street, New York. Box 2730. 5 
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Containing Useful Information on Almost Every Subject Under the Sun. Price 10 Cents Per Copy. a. 
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Napoleon’s Oraculum and Dream Book. 


Containing the great oracle of human destiny; also the 
true meaning of almost any kind of dreams, together with 
charms, ceremonies, and curious games of cards. A com- 
plete book, Price 10 cents. 





No. 2. 
HOW TO DO TRICKS. 























No. ‘oi 
HOW TO BECOME RICH. 
This wonderful book presents you with the example and 
life experience of some of the most noted and wealthy men 
in the world, including the self-made men of our country. 
The book is edited by one of the most successful men of 
the present age, whose own example is in itself guide 
enough for those who aspire to fame and money, The 
book will give you the secret. Price 10 cents. 























No. 28. 
HOW TO 'TELL FORTUNES. 
Every one is desirous of knowing what his future life will 
bring forth, whether happiness or misery, wealth or poy 
erty. You can tell by a glance at this little book. Buy one 
and be convinced. Tell your own fortune. Tell the forte 
unes of your friends. Price 19 cents. 





No. 29. 
HOW TO BECOME AN INVENTOR. 
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A useful and instructive book, giving a complete treatise 
on chemistry; also, experiments in acoustics, mechanics, 
mathematics, chemistry, and directions for making fire- 
works, colored fires, and gas balloons. This book cannot 
be equaled. Price 10 cents. 





HOW TO BECOME A’ VENTRILOQUIST. 


_By Harry Kennedy. The secret given away. Every intelli- 


gent boy reading this book of instructions, by a practical 
peorenees (delighting multitudes every night with bis won- 

erful imitations), can master the art, and create any 
amount of fun for himself and friends. It is the greatest 


book ever published, and there’s millions (of fun) in it. 








No. 22. 

HOW TO DO SECOND SIGHT. 
Heller’s second sight explained by his former assistant, 
Fred Hunt, Jr. xplaining how the secret dialogues were 
carried on between the magician and the boy on the stage; 
also giving all the codes and signals. ‘he only authentic 
explanation of second sight, rice 10 cents. 





No. 23. 
HOW TO EXPLAIN DREAMS. 


Everybody dreams, from the little child to the aged man 








No. 36. 
HOW TO SOLVE CONUNDRUMS. 


Containing all the leading conundrums of the day, amusing 
riddles, curious catches and witty sayings. Price 10 cents, 





No. 37. 
HOW TO KEEP HOUSE, 


Jt contains information for everybody, boys, girls, men 
and women; it will teach you howto make almost anything 





rae : and woman. ‘I'his little book gives the explanation to all 
e be Price 10 cents. kinds of dreams, together with lucky aud unlucky day plein sade oft a: 
we ae Napoleon's Oraculum,”’ the book of fate, Price oO. 38. 
2 No. 10. i H TO BECOME YOUR OWN DOCTO 
, HOW TO BOX. OW TO BECOME YOUR 0 OCTOR, 


The art of self-defense made easy. Oontaining over thirty 
illustrations of arcs, blows ana the different positions of 
v 








No. 24. 
HOW TO WRITE LETTERS TO GENTLE- 








common to every family. 








i aul Inatractive books, a4 it-will teach you how to box withr arn rept tay Someee! Soar te ee 

s : : ) | Containing full directions for writing to gentlemen on all 

a. out aninstructor. Price 10 cents, subjects; also giving sample letters for Instruction. Price No. 39. 

i" No. tt. cane. How to Raise Dogs, Poultry, Pigeons and 

P HOW TO WRITE LOVE-LETTERS. ea Rabbits. 

F A moat gomplete little book, containing full directions for HOW TO BECOME A GYMNAST. A nsotal ord SR REEts Te acu: SAR RCR RRS Ermey nee 

. ng love-letters, and when m; also givi ce ; ; ; _ = . 

a specimen letters for both young and old. Price 10 conte. Containing full instructions for all kinds of gymnastic 
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a ; Gueste. Price l0 conte,  ocuetions notes and re- | HOW TO ROW, SAIL AND BUILD A BOAT. | cents. 

ao ' Fully illustrated. Every boy should know how to row and 





No. 13. 
How to Do It; or, Book of Etiquette. 


It is a great life secret, and one that every young man de- 
sires to know all about. Send 10 cents and get it. There’s 
bappiness in it. 





No. (4. 


saila boat. Full instructions are given in this little book, 
together with instructions on swimming and riding, Com- 
panien sports to boating. “rice 10 cents. 

No. 27. 


HOW TO RECITE AND BOOK OF RECI- 
TATIONS. 








No. 41. 
The Boys of New York End Men’s Joke Book. 


Containing a great variety of the latest jokes used by the 
most famous end men. No amateur minstrels is complete 
without this wonderful little book. Price 10 cents. 





_ No. 42. 
The Boys of New York Stump Speaker. 


te HOW TO MAKE CANDY. Duteh die sche aes reitalanne Tawken ana sien Ainlect Containing a varied assortment of Stump Speeches, Ne 
Bu A complete hand-book for making all kinds of candy, ice- | pieces, together with many standard ngs. Price 10 | Dutch and Irish. Also End Men’s jokes. Just the thing 

‘ eream, syrups, essences, etc., etc, Price 10 vents, cents. for home amusement and amateur shows. Price_10 cents, 

3 
For sale by all newsdealers, or sent, post-paid, upon receipt of price. Address 

a . a 

| Box 2780, FRANK TOUSEY, Publisher, 34 & 36 North Moore Street, New York. 
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COMIC LIBRARY. 


i Twins; or, Which Was the Other? by Sam Smiley 
389 Bob Rollick; or, Whai Was He Born For? 


by Peter Pad 
40 The Shortys Married and Settled Down, 

by Peter Pad 
41 Tommy Bounce, Jr.,in College, by Peter Pad 
42 ‘I'he Shortys Out for Fun, by Peter Pad 
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ventures in No Man’s Land. Part lI. 
66 The Sunken Pirate; or, Frank Reade, Jr., in Search 
of a T'reasure at the Bottom of the Sea 
67 Frank Reade, Jr.. and His Electric Aii-Boat: or, Hunt- 
ing Wild Beasts for a Circus. 
68 The 
Cowboys With. his New Electric Caravan 
69 Krom Zone to Zone; or, The Wonderful Trip of Frank 
Reade, Jr., With His ‘Latest Air-Ship 
70 Frank Reade, J r.,and His Rlectric Prairie Schooner; 
r, Fighting the Mexican Horse Thieves. 
71 Beank eade, Jr., and His Electric Cruiser of the 


Lakes; or, A Journey Through Africa by Water., 
72 Adrift in Africa; or, Frank ade, Jr., Among the 
Ivory Hunters With His New Electric ‘Wagon. 


73 Six Weeks in the Clouds; or, Frank Reade, Jr.’s Air- 
Ship, the Thunderbe” t of the Skies. 

74 Frank Reade, Jr.’s pee Air Racer; or, Around the 
Giobe in Thirty Day 

75 Frank Reade, Jr., and "His Flying Ice Ship; or, Driven 
Adrift in the Frozen Sky. 

76 Frank Reade, Jr., and His Electric Sea Engine; or, 

Hunting for a Sunken Diamond Mine. 

77 Frank Reade, Jr, Kxploring a Submaraine Mountuin; 
or, Lost at the Bottom of the Sea. 

78 Frank Reade, Jr.’s Electric Buckboard: or, 'l'hrilling 
es in North Australia. 

79 Frank Reade, Jr.’s Search for the Sea Serpent; or, Six 
Thousand Miles Under the Sea. 

80 Frank Reade, Jr..s Desert Explorer; or, The Under- 
groaned ell of the Sahara. 

81 Frank Reade, Jr.’s New Electric Air-Ship the “ Zep- 
ee or, FromNorth to South Around the Globe. 


Part 
82 Frank Reade, Jr.s New Electric Air-Ship, the “ Ze- 
a i From North to South Around the Globe. 
ar 
83 Across the Frozen Sea; or, Frank Reade, Jr.’s Electric 
Snow Cutter. 
84 Lost in the Great Atlantic Valley; or, aa Reade, Jr., 
and His Submarine Wonder, the *‘ Dar 
85 Frank Reade, Jr Jr., and His New Blestrio “Air-Ship, the 
** Eclipse;”’ or, Fighting the Chinese Pirates. Part I. 
86 Frank Reade, Jr.,and His New Electric Air-ship, the 
* Eclipse;’ tor, Fi hting the Chinese Pirates. Part LI. 
87 Frank Reade, Jr. lipper of the Prairie; or, Fighting 
the Apaches in the ar Southwest. 
88 Under the Amazon for a 'I'housand Miles; or, Frank 
Reade, Jr,’s Wonderful trip. 
89 Frank Reade, Jr.'s Search for the Silver Whale; or, 
Under the Ocean in the Electric ** Dolphin 
90 Frank Reade, Jr.’s Catamaran of the Air; or, Wild and 
Wonderful Adventures wn North Austrailia. 
91 Frank Reade, Jr.’s Search Fora Lost Manin His Lat- 
est Air Wonder. 
92 Frank Reade, Jr., In Central India; or, The Search 
For the Lost Savants. 
93 708 Missing Island; Ss Frank Reade Jr.’s Wonderful 
Trip Under the p Sea. 
94 Over the Andes With V erack Reade, Js in His New 
Air-Ship; or, Wild Ailventures in Per 
95 Frank Reade, Jr.’s Prairie Whirlwind; or, “The Mystery 
of the Hidden Canyon. 
96 Under the Yellow Sea; or. Frank Reade, Jr.’s Search 
for the Cave of Pearls With His New Submarine 


ruiser. 
97 Around the Horizon for 'en Thousand Miles; or, 
ck Reade, Jr.’s Wonderful Trip With His Air- 


8 

98 eauk’: Reade, Jr.'s oe A Scraper;” or, North and 
South Around the World 

99 Under she Equ uator from Ecuador to Sp oenees or, Frank 

ade, Jr.’s Greatest Submarine V prase 

100 From Coast to Coast; or, Frank Re Jr.'s Trip 
Across Africa in His Electric “ Boomerang.” 

101 Frank Reade, Jr., ae His Electric Car; or, Outwit- 
ting a Des erate Gan 

102 Lost in the oantains of the Moon; or, Frank Reade, 
as s es Trip With His New Air-Ship, the 

103 100 Miles Below the Surface of the Sea; o or, The Mar- 
velons Trip of nk Reade, Jr.'s ** Hard-Shell” 
Submarine Boat. 

104 Abandoned in Alaska; or, Frank Reade, Jr.’s Thrill- 
ing Search for a Lost Gold: Claim With His New 
New Hlectric Wagon. 

105 Around the Arctic Circle; or, Frank Reade, Jr.’s 
Most Famous Trip With His Air-Ship, the “ Orbit.” 

106 Under Four Oceans; or, Krank Reade, Jr.’s Submar- 
ine Chase of a “ Sea Devil.” 

107 From the Nile to the Niger: or, Frank Reade, Jr rs, 

Lost in the Soudan With His “Overland Omnibus. r 

108 The Chase of a Comet; or, Frank Reade, Jr.’s Most 
fan Trip With’ His New Air-Ship the 
ee as 

109 Lost in, the Great, Undertow; or, Frank Reade, Jr.’s 
Snbmarine Cruise in the Guit Stream. 


lack Range; or. . Frank Reade, Jr, Among ‘the 


' 112 Young Sleuth and the 
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Latest Issues of 


frank Reade [trary] You S.evri Liprary 


By the author of “‘ Young Sleuth.” 


Price 5 Cents. 


No. 


51 Young Sleuth and the Great Wall Street Mys or, m 


Tracing a Strange Tragedy of a Becker's © ce. 

52 Young Sleuth and the Opera House Mystery; or, Mur- 
dered Behind the Scenes. 

53 Young Sleuth Under the Docks of New York; or, The 
River Thieves and the Keen Detective. 

54 Younes Sleuth and the pzeterions Doctor; or, A Medi- 

Student’s Dark Plo 

55 Vere Sleuth and the iva ae Breakers; or, The 
Keen Detective’s Girl Dee 

56 Means ene 8 — Light: or, The Dark Mystery 

ing Eve 
57 Youngs Sleuth and the Murder in the State-Room; or, 
stery of tne Ocean. 

58 Young *Sleuth’s Lee. Pratl; or, The Keen Detective 
After the James 

59 Young tenes Terrible Dilemma; or, One Chance in 


60 Tonk Bronk and the Murder at the Masked Ball; 
or, Fi hting the League of the Seven Demons. 
61 Young Sleuth'’s Big tract; or, Clsaning Out the. 
ugs of Baltimore. 
62 ars Sleuth Betrayed; or, The False Detective’ 8 Vil- 
63 Young Sleuth’s Terrible Test; or, Won at the Risk of 


64 Yuen’ Sleuth and the Man With the Diamond Eye. 
= Young Sleuth Accused; or, Held tor Another's Crime. 
66 Young Sleuth’s Lost Link! or, Finding Lost Evidence. 

67 Young Sleuth’s Last Dodge; or, The Keen Detective's- 
Greatest Ruse. 

68 Young Sleuth and the Female Smuggler; or, Working: 
For ** Uncle Sam 

69 Young Sleuth’s Lightning Changes; or, The Gold Brick 
Gang Taken In. 

70 Young Sleuth and the Owls of Owl Mountain; or,[/fhe 
Gbosts of Blue Ridge Tavern, 

71 Young Sleuth’s Last Round; or, The Keen Detective’s 
Best Knock-Out. 

72 babar rmo~ Sleuth’s Sharps; or, Sharp Work Among Sharp 


73 Youur Sleuth’s Seven Signs; or, The Keen Detective’s 
Marked ‘Trail. 
74 Young Sleuth on the Stage; or, An Act Not on the 


Bi 

75 Young Sleuth at Monte Carlo; or, The Crime of the 

76 Young Steuth and the Man with the Tattooed Arm; or, 
Tracking Missing Millions. 

77 Young Sleuth in ace City; or, Waltzing Wil- 
liam’s Dancing Schoo 


78 Young Sleuth in ees or, Saving a Young American . 


from the !’rison Min 


79 Young Sleuth Almost Knocked Out: or, Nell Biondin’s = 


Desperate Game. 
80 Youn ming Bie PSleuth and Billy the Kid Number Two; or, The 
Ranch of the Panhandie. 
81 Young Sleuth's Master Stroke; or, The Lady Detec- 
tive’s Many Masks. 
82 Sores in a Mask; or, Young Sleuth at the French 


l 

83 Young Sleuth in Paris; or, The Keen Detective and 
the Bomb-Throwers 

84 Young Sienth and the Italian Brigands: or, The Keen 
Detective's Greatest Rescue. 

85 Young Sleuth and a Dead Man's Secret; or, The Mes- 
sage in the Handle of a Dagger. 

86 Young Sleuth Decoyed; or, The Woman of Fire. 

87 Young Sleuth and the Runaway Circus Boys; or, Fol- 
lowing a Pair of Wild New York Lads. 

8 Young Sleuth at Atlantic City; or, Tie Great Seaside 


ystery 
89 Young Siouth, the Detective in Chicago; or, Unravel- 


ing a ste 
90 Tape aan = e Safe; or, Young Sleuth as a Bank 
etec 
91 Young Sleuth and the Phantom Detective; sor, The 
Trail of the Dead. 


92 Young Sleuth and the Girl in the Mask; or, The Lady 
Monte Cristo of Baltimore. 
93 Young Sleuth and the Corsican Knife-Thrower;: or,. 
e Mystery of the Murdered Actress. 
94 Young Sleuth and the Cashier's Crime; or, The Evi- 
dence of a Dead Witness. 
95 Young Ghent in the Toils; or, The Death Traps of 


New Yor 
96 come Sleuth and the Miser’s Ghost; or, A Hunt For 
den Money. 
97 Young Sleuth as a Dead Game Sport; or, The Keen. 
Detectives Ruse for $10 ,000. 
98 Younes arene and the Gypsies’ Gold; or, The Package 
ark 


99 Young Sleuth and Policy Pete, the Sharper King; or, 
The Keen Detective’s Lottery Game. 
100 Young Sleuth in the Sewers of New York; or, Keen 
ork from Broadway to the one 
101 Youus oe and the Mad Bell Ringer; or, The 
Secret of the Old Church Tower. 
102 Keune: see s Unknown; or, The Man who Came- 


Be 

103 Young Sleuth’s Great Swamp Search; or, The Miss- 
Girl of Everglade. 

104 Young Sleuth and the Mad Doctor; or, The Seven. 
Paisoned Powders 

105 Young Sieuth’s Big Bluff; or, Simple Sallie’s Mission. 

106 Foune § Sleuth’s Great Contract; or, The Keen De-. 

ve’s Double Game. 


107 Young Sleuth’s Night Watch; or, The Keen Detective 


Guarding Millions. 
108 Young Sleuth and the Mystery of the Dark Room; 
or, The Crime of the Photograph Gallery. 


| 109 Young ei On and the Gold Ship Robbers: or, Beat- 


Crooks on an Ocean Steamer. 
110 Youn Sleuth and the Great Mine Mystery; or, Mur- 
dered Under Ground. 
lll Young Sleuth and the Fanewss Heiress; or, A Girb 
Worth Millions atsong D esperate Crooks 
aunted Mill; or, The Phan~ 
ystery of Dark Dell. 


All the above libraries are for sale by all newsdealers in the United States and Canada, or sent to your address, eReaeess on receipt 


of price. Address 


P. 0. Box 2780. 


FRANK TOUSEY, Publisher, 84 & 86 North Moore Street, New York, 
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